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To the right H BR. 


nourable and. vertus 


_ ous Lady, the Lady Zncie 
Counteſle of Bedford, 


He death of the righteous, 
that. is, of every beleeving- 
and repentaat fnner , us a ae. | 
excellent bleſſing of God, and 
brings with it many worthy bene- 
fits : which thiao I prove on this 
manner. I. _ "4 inthe begin» 
ning, and inthe continuance of his 
grace, doth greater things unto his- 
ſervants, then they doe commonly 
ake or think-;11d becauſe he hath 
promiſed aid and ſtrength unto the, 
therefore 1n wonderfull wiſedome 
he caſteth upon them this heavie- 
burden of death , that they might © 
make experience what ts the ex- 
Ceening might and power of his: 
A. 2: FACE? 


The Epiſtle. 


grace in their weakenes. Il. Indge- 
ment begins at Gods houſe : ant | 
the righteous are laden with affi;- 
Etions and temptations in this life, 
and therefore in thus world they 
have their deaths and hels, that 
in death they might not feele the 
torments of hell and death. IT 11. 
When Lazarus was dead, Chriſt 
ſaid : Hee ts not dead but ſleepeth : 
hence it fotoweth that the Chriſti- 
an mancan ſay, My grave 15m 
bed, my deaths my Jon in Fs. 
1 ate not, but enely ſlzepe. It 1s 
thought that of all terrible things, 
death is moſt terrible : but it ts 
falſe to them that be in ( hrift, to 
whom many things happen farre 
Pre © hes hs £04 1% 
IV. Death at the firſt brought 
ferth finne ; but death in the righ= 
eons, by meanes of Chriſts death, 
aboliſheth finne , becauſe it 1s the 
wocompliſiment of ——_ 


_ 


The Epiſtle. 


eAnd death is ſo farre from dee 
ftroying ſuch as are int ((briſt, that 

Y -here canbe no better refuge for 
0. Y themagainſt death : for preſently 
after the death of the boay, fol- 
. lowes the perfeft freedome of the 
J Firit, and the reſarrettion of the 
"Nl body. V. Laſtly, death is a meanes 
I of a ( briftian mans perfeftion, as 
it ( rift in his owne example ſhews- 
;, .  £1-, /aying, Benold I will caſt 
2. | out divels,and will heale fill to 
"7 day and to morrow, & the third 
ih | diy I will bee perfected. Now 


ths perſettion in the members © 


BY Chriſt, is nothing elſe but the blej= 
fs ſing of God, the authour of peace, 
is | /anrifymg them throughout, that 
+ = 'b*ir whole Spirit and ſoules, and 


4 | #o6res, may be preſerved without 
he blame to the comming of our Lord 
JL. 74/4 Chriſt. | 
Now having often thus cone 
fidered with my ſelfe of the exe 
__— CO cellencis 


Tie Epiftle 

fency of death, I thought good 29 
draw the ſumme and chiefe heais 
thereof into this ſmall treatiſe:the 
protettion and conſideration wher- 
of, 1 commena to your Ladyſhip, 
deſiring you to accept of it axa 
read: it at your leiſure. If I bee 
blamed for writing unto you of 
acath, whereas by the conrſe of 
nature , Jou are wot yet neere 
death, Salomon will excuſe mee, 
who ſaith, that wee muſt remem- 
ber our Creator inthe dayes of owr 
outh.T hu hoping of your H. good 
acceptance,l pray Godto blefſe this 
my little labor to your comfort and 
ſalvation, Septemb.7. 1595. 


Your H, in the Lord, 
VW. Perkins, 


Eccleſiaſtes 7.3. 
The day of death ts better then #he 


day that one #5 borne. 


< Heſe words are a rule 
or precept, laid downe 
by Salomon for weighs- 

| ty cauſes. For in the 
| Chapters going before hee ſets 
| foorth the vanitie of all crea- 
tures under heaven; and that at 
| large 1n the very particulars. 
Now men hereupen might 
take . occalion of diſcontent= 
ment 1n reſpect of their eſtate 
1a this life:therefure Salomonin 
great wiſedome heere takes a 
new courfe, and 1n this chapter 
begins to lay downe certaine 
rules of ireGion and comfort, 
that men might have ſomewhat 
wherewith to arme themſelves 
29a1ntt the troubles and the m1- 
a” {cries 


2: The right way 
ſerics of this life. The firft rule 


1s in the third verſe, that a goog 
name ts better then.a precious oint+. 
2ent,ehat 18, a name gotten,and 
maintained by godly converſa- 
tion, 1s. a ſpeciali bleſſing of 
God, which in the midſt of the 
vanities of this lite, miniſtreth 
greater matter of rejoycing and 
cofort to the heart of man, then 
the moſt precious oyntment 
can doe to the outward ſenſes. 
Now ſome man having heard 
this firlt rule concerning \good 
name, might object and ſay,that 
renowne & good report 1n this 
lite aftoords ſlender comfort : 
confidering that after 1t, follows 
death, which 1s the miſerable 
end ofall men. But this objecti- 
on- the Wiſe-man remooveth 
by a ſecond rule in the words 
which I have in hand, ſaying, 
that the aay of death i better then 


the 
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of dying well. 3 
the ary that one 1s borne. 

That wee may come to the 
true and proper ſenſe of this 
precept or rale, three pots 
are to. be conſidered: I, what 15 
death here mentioned: I I. how 
2t can be truly ſaid, that the day 
of death, 1s better then the day 
of ourth-7 1 11, in what reſpebt 
1t 1s better, | =_ 

For:the firſt, death 15a depri= 
vation. of life as a pumſhment 
ordained of God, and 1mpoſed 
on man for his fin. Firſt, I fay,t 
15a deprivation of life, becaaſe 
the very nature of death, 1s the 
abſence or defe&. of that life 
which God vouchſafed man 
by his creation,:L adde further, 
that death tis a . pumiſhment, 
more ſpecially to intimate the 
nature and qualitie of deathzand 
to ſhew that it was ordained, as 
2 meanes ef the execution of 
AS Gods 


n 
- 
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that death 1s a puniſhment, Pax/ 

plainely avoucheth, when hee 

ſaith, that by oxe manſinne entred 

nto the world, and death by ſinue, 

And againe, that death is the ſti- 

pend, wages, or allowance of ſinne. 

[ Furthermore, in every puniſhe 
ment there be three workers ; 

the ordainer of it, the procurer, 

and the executioner. The or- 
| | dainer of this- puniſhment is 


i God, in the ftate of mans in- 
'Y nocency, by a ſolemn law then 
\ Gen241y Madein theſe very words: /xthe 
| dry that thou eateſt thereof, thou 
fpalt dye the death, But it may be 


the Lord ſaith by the Prophet 
Exzechicl, that hee wiltes not-the 

3: death of a ſinner ; and therefore 
that he is no ordainer of death, 
The- anſwer may eaſily bee 
made, and that ſundry wayes. 
—_— Fuck, 
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alleadged to the contrary, that . 
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of dying well. p 
Firſt, the Lord ſpeakes not this 
/ to all men, or of all men, but to 
- his owne people , the Church 
1 of __ lewes, as appeares by the 
, claule prefixed, Sonne of 342, ſay yr rac 
- unto the houſe of Iſrael, ec. fer "MM 
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*  gaine, the words are not ſpoken 
- BE abſolutely, bur only in way of 
- | comparifon:, in that of the 
r, B twaine, he rather wils the con« 


- verltion and repentance of a fin 
is ver, then his death and deſtru- 
1- | Etion, Thirdly, the very proper 
n | meaning of the words 1uwpore 
he | thus much, that God doth take 
| no delight or pleaſure 1n the 
xe | death of a finner, as itis the ra. 
at. ive & deſtruftion of the creature: 
et | And yetall this hinders not but 
he | that God ina new regard and 
re | conlideration,may both wil and | 
h. | ordaine death, namely, as it is a | 
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ce | due and deſerved puniſhment, 
es, | tending toghe execution of jus 
up tice 5; 
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ſtiee,in which juſtice Ged 1s as 
good as in his mercy. Againe, 1t 
may bee objected, that 1f death 
indeed had beene ordained of 
God, then eAdam ſhould have 
bin deſtroyed,and that preſently 
upon his fal. For the very words 
are thus, #Wheſoever thou ſhalt eat 
of the forbidden fruit, thou ſhalt 
certainely die. Anſ. Sentences of 
Scripture are either Legall or 
Evangelical:the law & the goſ< 
pel being two ſeverall and di+ 
flin& parts of Gods word, Now 
this former ſentence 1s legal,and 
muſt be underſtood with an 
exception borrowed from the 
Goſpel,or the covenant of grace 
made with eAdam, and revea» 
led to him after his fall. The ex- 
ception is this. Thou ſhalt cer= 
tainly die whenſoever thou eat- 
eſt the forbidden fruit, except 
I doe further give thee a meanes 

of 


of aying well, 7 
of deliverance from death , 
namely the ſeede of the woman 
to bruiſe the ſerpents head. Se- 
condly it may beanſ{wered, that 
Adam and all his poſteritie di- 
ed, and that preſently after his 
fall, in that is body was made 
mortall , and his ſoule became 
ſubject to the curſe of the Layy; 
And whereas God would not 
utterly deſtroy e-Ldam at the 
very firft, but onely impoſe on 
lim the beginnings ot the fir(t 
and ſecond death; hee did the 
ſame in great wifedome, that in 
his juſtice he might make a way 
to merey : which thing could 
not: have beene if e-Adam had 
periſhed. 

The executioner of this pu- 
niſhment is he that doth impoſe 
and 1nfltt the ſame on man,and 
that alſois God himſfelfe, as hee 
teftifieth of himſelfe in the pro- 
phet 


\v 
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! 16.45.6 phet Iſay, Fmake peace and create 
| evill Now evill 1s of three ſorts: 
' naturall, morall; mater1all. Na- 
turall evill,is the deſtruction of 

that order, which God ſet in e: 

very creature by the creation, 

Morall evill,ts the want of that 

| righteouſnes: and vertus which 
the law requires at mans hands, 

andthat 1s.called fin, Materiall 

evill is any matter or thing 

which 1n 1t {cite is a good creas 
1 ture of, Godzy<t {o, as by reaſon 
| of mans fall, it 15 hurtftull rorthe 


: 
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health & life of man,as henbane 
H wolt-bane,hemlock, & all other 
; porſons are. Now this laying of 

//ay muſt not. be underſtood of 
morall evils, but of ſuch as are 
either materiall or naturall : to 
the latter of which, death 1s to 
be referred, which 1s the deftru- 
Ction. or aboliſhment of mans 
| nature created. 
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of dying well., 9 
The procurer of death 15s man, 
not God ; in that man by hisin 
and diſobedience did pull upon 
himſelf this puniſhment. There-_ | 
fore the Lord faith, O 1/aet, Ofe,13.6. 3M 
one hath deſtroyedthee, but inmee $24; 
# thine helpe.Agaunft this it may 
be objected, that man was mor- 


s, | tall in the eſtate of innacency 
11 before the fall. Af, The trame 
12 and compoſition of mans bo- 
a- | dy, contidered in it ſelfe, was 


mortall, becauſe it was made of 
water and earth, and: other ele- 
ments, which are of themſclyes 


10 
2r I alterable and changeable: yetif 
f & we reſpe&t that grace and bleſ- 
xf B ſing which God did vouchſafe: 


mans body in his creation, 1t 
was unchangeable and tmmor- 
tall, and fo by the ſame bleſling 
ſhould have continued, 1f man 
had nor fallen : and man by his 
fall depriving himſclfe of this - i 
gift 


- 
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e1ft and bleſſing, became every 
way mortall. 

Fhus 1t appeares 1n part what 
death 1s : yet forthe better clea- 
ring of this. point, we are to con- 
ſider the once, of the death 
ofaman, and of a beaſt, The 
death of a beaſt 1s the totall and 
finall aboliſhment of the whole 
creature : for the body 1s reſol- 


ved to his tirft matter, and the 


foule ariſing of the temperature | 


of the body, vaniſheth to: mo» 
thing. But1n the death ofa man 
it 15 otherwiſe. For though the 
body for a time be diflolyed ta 
duſt, yetmukt it riſe againe in 
the laſt judgement, and become 
immortall, and as for the ſaule, 
1t ſublifteth by it ſelfe out of the 
body, and is immortall. And 
this being ſo,it may bee deman- 
ded how the ſoule can die the 
fecond death 2. eF»; The go 
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of dying well. Ii 
dies,not becauſe 1t'1s utterly a- 
boliſhed , but becauſe it 18.as 
though 1t were not, & 1t ceaſeth 
to be 1n reſpect. of r1ighteouſnes 
and fellowi{hip with God. And 
indeede tlus 1s the death of all 
deaths, when the creature hath 
{ubſiſting and being, and yet for 
all that, 1s deprived of all com- 
fortable fellowſhip with God, 
The reaſon of this difference 


| 1s, becauſe the ſoule of man is 


a ſpirit, -or ſpirituall ſubſtance, 
whereas the foule of a beaſt 15 no 
{ubſtance; bur a naturall vigour 
or qualitie, and hath no beeing 
in itfelfe, without the body on 
which it wholly depends. The 
ſoule ofa man contrar1wiſe be« 
ing created of nothing, & brea= 
thed 1ntothe body, and as well 
{ubſiſting foorth of it as 1n 1t, 
The kinds of death are two, 
asthe kinds of hfe are w— Pp 
an 
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and ſpiricuall. Bodily death is Þ 


nothing ele but the ſeparation 
of the ſoule from the body , as 
bodily life 1s the conjuntion of 
body and ſoule : and this death 
1s called the firfl, becauſe 1n re- 
{pet of time 1t goes before tlfe 
{econd. Spirituall death 1s the 
ſeparation of the whole man 
both in body and foule from the 
gracious fellowſhip of God. Of 
theſe twaine the firlt 1s but ar: 
entrance to death, and the ſe- 
cond 15 the accompliſhment of 
it. For as the ſoule 1s the life 
of the body, 1o God 1s. the life 
of the ſoule, and his ſpiric 1s the 
foule of our ſoules; and the 
want of fellowſhip with him, 
brings nothing but the endleſſe 
and unſpeakeable horrors, and 
pangs of death. 

Againe, ſpirituall death hath 
three dultintt and ſfeverall de- 


grees, 


of dying well, 17 
wrees, The firſt 1s, whena man 
hat is altve,in reſpect of tempo« 
all life, Liesdead in fin. Of this 
of pegree Paw ſpeakes, when hee 
aith, But ſpe that liveth in plea- 
ure ts dead while he liveth. And 
1 {his 15 the caſe of all men by na« 
re,who are children of wrath, 


2 nd dead in fimnes and treſpaſſes, Epheſ.y 
 Fheſecond degrees in the ve- 
ry end of this life, whE the body 


is Jaid 1n the earth,and the ſoule 
eſcends to the place of tor- 
ments. The third degree is 11 
the day of judgement, . wheu 
the body and ſoule meete a- 
gaine, and goe both to the place 
of the damned, thereto be tor- 
mented for ever and ever, 
Having thus found the na- 
ture and differences and kinds of 
death, 1t1s more then manifeſt, 
that the text in hand is to bee 
underſtood, not of the youny 


-— - 
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but of the bodily death :.becauſe 
it 1s oppoſed to the birth or na. 


tivitieof man, The words then 


mult carry this ſenſe;the time of 
bodily death, 1n. which the bo- 


dy aud ſouie of man are ſevered 
alunder, 1s better then the time 
1n winch one 1s borne & brought 
into tlie world. 

Thus much of the firſt point, 
now followeth the ſecond : and 
thatis, how this can be true 
which Salomon ſaith : that rhe 
day of death is better then the aay 
of birth. I make not this quett1on 
to call the Scrip:ures into con- 
troverlte , which are the trutl 
it {elfe, but I doe it for this end, 
that we might without waves 
ring be;re{olved of the truth ot 
this which Salomon avoucheti, 
For there: may bee ſundry rea- 
ſons. brought to the contrary. 
Therefore let vs now handle tbe 
queftion:the reaſons, or objcCti- 


of dying well, I5 

ons which may be alleadged to 
the contrary, may all bee redu- 
ced to fixe heads. The firſt 1s ta- 
ken-from the oplaion of wilſe- 
men,who think 1t the beſt thing 
of all never to be borne, and the 
next beſt tody quickly. Now if 
tbe the beſt thing in the world 
not to be borne at all, then it 1s 
the worlt thing that can be to 
die after a man1s borne. eAnſw, 
There be two ſorts of men, one 
that live anddye in their ltinnes 
without repentance, the other 
which unfainedly repent & be- 
leeve in Chriſt. Now this ſen- 
tence may bee truly avoucht of 
the firlt:of whom we may ſay as 
Chriſt ſaid of Irdas, It had bim 
good for him that he had nc're bis 
orne.Bur the Gying applyed ta 
the ſecond ſort of men 1s falle. 
For to them that in this life 
= 0 20 57; open 
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the beſt thing of all is to bee 
borue, becauſe their birth is a 
degree of preparation to happt- 
nefle : and the nextbeſt 1s to dic 
quickly : becauſe by death they 
enter into poſlefſion of the ſame 
their happinefle. For this cauſe 
Zalaaw defired to dye the death 


of the righteous: and Salomn 


in this place prefers the day of 
death before the day of birth, 


underſtanding that death which 


15 joyned with godly life,or the 
deatlr of the righteous. 

The ſecond objettion is ta- 
ken- from+ the teſtimonies of 
Scripture, Death 1s the wages of 
fi», Rom. 6: 23. 1t 1s an enemy of 
Chriſt,x Cor.15.and the cure of 
the law. Hence it ſeemes to fol- 
low, that in and by death men 
receive their wages and paimer 


for their ſinnes : that the day of 
death . 1s the dolefull day , in 


whach. 
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which the enemie prevailes a- 
rainſt us :; that lie which dies 1s 
urſed: Anſc We-mult diſtin- 
guſh of death:it mutt be confi- 
dered ewo wales; I.as it 1sby it 
elfe in his owne nature : 2.as 1t 
s altered & changed by Chriſt. 
fow death by it ſelfe confide- 
ed,'is indeed the wages of fin, 
an enemie of Chriſt, and of all 
1s members, and the curſe of 
helaw, yea the very ſuburbs 
and the gates of hell : yet in the 
econd reſpe@t, it 1s not ſo. For 
dy the vertue of the death of 
hriſt, it ceaſes to bee a plague 
rr punzſhment, and of a curſe it 
s made a bleſſing,and 1s become 
nto us a paſhge or middle- 
ay betweene this lite and e- 
rnall life,and as 1t were alittle 
icket or doore whereby wee 

e out of this world, and en- 
frinto heaven, And in this re- 
_— —— 
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ſpe& the ſaying of Slow is /* 
moſt true. . For in:the:day of 4, 
birth, men are born'and brougluff © 
forth.inta the vale of miſerte, ' 
but afterward when they. goe , 
hence, having. .death. alterec 4 
unto them. by the. death off ,, 
Chriſt,they enter into eternal (i 


Joy aud happineſle withall thy \,, 


Saints of Ged forever....:... 
The. third objection 16 taken} | . 
from the exiples of moſt wor] x. 
thy men, who: bave made then. | 
prayers againtt death. As oun,, 
Saviour Chriſt, who prayed onf 
this manner, Father:;.if it-be thy, 
well, let this cup paſſe from me. yt ply 
wot my will, but thy will bee dont 1, 
And Davidprayed, Retwrne,0N, 1 
Lord deliver my ſoule ſave meu... ; 
thy mercies ſake; for in death there, 1 
is no remembrance of thee : in thi] ;,,, 


grave who ſhall praiſe thee ? And. 


Rigs Cuechiah when the Prophet 
, . 4 


of dying well. T9 
{ay bade him ſet his houſe 1n or- 
der, and told him that he mult 
die, wept ſore, and that in reſpect 
of death. Now by the examples 
of theſe molt worthy men, yea 
by the example of the Sonne of 
God himſeite, it may ſeeme that 
the day of death 1s the moſt ter- 
rible and dolefull day of all. 4»/. 
When our Saviour Chriſt pray- 
ed thus to [1s Father, he was 1n 
his.agone, and he then as our 
Redeemer\,. ftood in our roome 
and ftead, to ſuffer all things 
that we ſhould have ſuffered in 
our owne perſons for our-lins : 
and therefore he praicd not fim- 
"Bp'y agaimft = but againſt 
tie curſed death of the crofl. 3 
and he feared yot death it felte 
which is the ſeparation of body 
Jand ſoule, bur the curſe of the 
law which went with death, 
p namely,the unſpeakeable wrath 
and 
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and indignation of God. The 
friſt death troubled him not, 
but the. firſt and ſecond joyned 
together. Toucliing David.when 
he made the fixt Plalme, he was 
not onely ticke 1n body, but al. 
io perplexed with the greatell 
temptation of all, inthart hee 
wreſtled 1n-con{cience with the 
wrath of God, as appeares by 
the words of the text, where he 
laith, Lord, rebuke me vt in thy 
wrath, And by this we ſee that 
hee prayed not fimply againſt 
death, but againſt death at that 
1n{tant whe he was 1n that gric- 
vous temptation ; for at other 
times hee had no ſuch feare 
death, as he himſelfe teſtifieth, 
If.1.23.4. ſaying,Thongh I ſhould walke th 
ranoh the walley of .the ſhaddow 1 
death, 1 will feare-no evil. There 
fore h: praied againſt death on 
iy as tt was joyned with the ap 
prehenho 
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W ehenfon of Gods wrath. Lait- 


tl ly, Excchiah prayed againſt - 


0 death, not onely becauſe he de- 
nM fired to live and doe ſervice to 
M8 God in his kingdome, but upun 
1. a turther and more fpeciall re- 
0 card; becauſe when the Prophet 
el brought the metſlage: of death, 
beſſl hee was without 1flue, - and had 
by non2 of 1s owne body to ſuc- 
heſ ceed him 1n his kingdome, Ir 
El will be ſaid, What warrant had 
all Ezcchizh to pray againſt death 
offs for this cauſe ? Anſ. "his warrant 
tl vas good? for God had mate a 
1 particular promile to Davidand 
her his poſterity after him, . that ſo 
ol 1ong as they feared God, and 
ul walked in his commandements, 
hel tlicy ſhould not want 1ffue to fit 
70 upon the throne of the Eing- 
rc} tome after them. Now Ezekiah 
oy at the time of the Prophets meſ- 
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miſe Goll hath made, and how + 
hee for his part had kept the " 
condition thereof, in that he had h 

walked betore God with an up- Y 


right heart, and had done that 
winch was * acceptable 1n his 
ſ1ghr, he prayed againſt death, 
not ſo much Lk hee feared 
the danger of it, but jbecaule 
ace wanted iſſue. This prayer 
God accepted and heard, i 
added fi:teene yeeres unto hisÞ 
dayes,and two yeeres after gave 
him CA{anaſſes. | 
The fourth objection 1s, that 
thoſe which have beene repute 
to be of the better ſort of men, 
oftentimes have miſerable ends; 
for ſome end their dayes deſpat- 
ring, ſome raving and blaſphe- 
ming, ſome ſtrangely tormen- 
ted : 1t may feeme therefore that 
the day of death is the day of 
gercatcit yoe and muſery.To tis 
T ans 
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I anſwer firſt of all generally, 
that wee mult not judge of the 
eſtate of any man betore God 
by outward things, whether 
they be bleſſings or judgements: 
whether they fall in lite or 
death. For (as Salomon faith} 
all things com: alike to all : and the 
ame condition ts to the juſt and 
the wicked, tothe good and to the 
mre, and to the polluted, and ta 
him that ſacrificeth, and to him 
that fart ceth not : as us the 
Lond, fo is the ſinner , hee that 
Iweares, as hee that fearcth an 
oarh, Secondly, I anſwer the 
articulars wluch be alleadged 
dn this manner : And firit of all 
ouching deſpaire, 1t1s truethat 
not onely wicked and looſe per- 
ſons deſpaire in death : but alſo 
repentant ſinners, who often« 
mes 1n their ſickeneſlc teſtifie 


f themſelves, that being alive 
B 3 and 
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miſe Goll hath made, and how 
hee for his part had kept the 
condition thereof, in that he had 
walked betore God with an up- 
right heart, and had done that 
winch was ' acceptable 1n his 
ſrght, he prayed againft death, 
not ſo much 220k, hee feared 
the danger of it, but jbecaule 
ace wanted ifſue. This prayer 
God accepted and heard, I 
added fiiteene yeeres unto his 


dayes,and two yeercs after gaveÞ 


him CAanaſſes. 
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thoſe which have beene repute 


to be of the berter ſort of men, þ 


oftentimes have miſerable ends; 
for ſome end their dayes deſpai- 
ring, ſome raving and blaſphe- 


ming, ſome ſtrangely tormen- 


ted : 1t may fceme theretore that 
the day of death is the day of 
grcatcit woe and muſery.To tins 
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I anſwer firſt of all generally, 
that wee mult not judge of the 
eſtate of any man betore God 
by outward things, whethex 
they be bleſſings or judgements: 
whether they fall in life or 
death. For (as Salomon {faith } 
all things com: alike to all : andthe 
ame condition ts to the juſt and 
the wicked, to the good and to the 
pre, and to the polluted, and ta 
him that ſacrificeth , and to him 
that ſicrificeth- not : as #s the 
lord, fo 1s the ſinner , hee that 
Lweares, as hee that feareth an 
oarh, Secondly, I anſwer the 
articulars which be alleadged 
pn this manner : And firlt of all 
ouching deſpaire, 1t1s true that 
not onely wicked and looſe per- 
ſons deſpaire in death : but alſo 
repentant ſinners, who often« 
mes 1m their lickeneſlc teſtfic 


f themſelyes, that being alive 
B 3 and 
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and lying in their beds , they 
feele themſelves as it were to 


be 1n hell, and to apprehend the 


very pangs and tormen:s there- 
of. And I doubt not for all th:s, 
but that the child of God mot} 
deare unto lim, may through 
the gulte of deſperation attaine 
co everlaſting happineſk. ' This 
appeares by the manner of God 
dealing in the matter of our fal- 


vation. All the workes of Golf 


arc done 1n and by their contra- 


ries. In the creation all things 
were made, not of ſomething, Þ 


but of nothing, cleane contrary 
to the courle of nature. In the 


vworke of redemption, GodF 
gives life not by life; bur by} 


death : and 1t we conltider ar1g!it 
of Chriſt upon the Croſſe, we? 
ſhall ſee our paradiſe out of pa 

radiſe in the midit of hell. Hor 


out of lis owne curſed death 
doth 
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| doth hee bring us life and eter- 
| nall happineſle. - Likewiſe in et= 

fectuall vocation, when it plea 
| {eth- God to convert and turne 
4 


| men unto him, hee doth 1t by 
the meanes of the Goſpel prea- 
| ched, which 1n reaſon ſhould 
| drive all men from God. ' For it 
q 15 as contrary: to the nature of 
| maias fire to water, and light 
© to darkenefle*: and-for all this, 
| though 1t bee thus againft the 
| d1(pofition and heart of man, 1t 
I vrevatles with lym and turnes 
11m to God: Furthermore when 
| God will ſend his owne ſer= 
Lvants to heaven, he ſends them 
[2 contrary way , even by the 
gates of hell : and when it 1s his 
ple:ſure to make them depend 
on his fayour and providence, 
ie makes them feele his anger 
nl to bee nothing in them- 
*lves,that they may wholly de- 
B 4 pend 
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pend upon him , and be what- 


{oever they are in him, - This | 


point being well contidered, it 
13 manifeſt that the childe of 
God may paſle to heaven by tie 
very gultes of hell. The love 
of God 1s like a ſea, into which 
vwhena man 1s caſt, he neither 
feeles bottome nor ſees baake. [ 


conclude therfore that defpaire, | 


whether it ariſe of weakeneſle 
of nature, or of conſcience of 
ſin : though 1t fall out about the 
tune of death, cannot preju- 
dice the ſalvation of them that 
are efteCtually called, As for 
other {trange events whuch fall 
out in death, they are the effects 
of diſcaſes. Raving and blaſ- 
phemings ariſe of the diſeaſe 
of melancholy and of frenſies, 
which oiten happen at the end 
of burning fevers, the choller 
ſhooting up to the braine, The 
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writhing of his lips , the tur- 
ning of the necie, the buckling 
of the joynts and the whole bo< 
die, proceed of crampes and 


| convultions, which follow after 


vch- evacuntion. And where- 
as {ome un fackeneſie are of that 


| ſtrength, that 3. or 4. men can- 


not hold them withoue bonds, 


| itcomes not of wuchcratt aft, and 


poſkiſons, as peopie common= 
ly thinke, bur of c!oler in the 


| yeines. Fl whereas ſome vwhen 
| they are dead, become as blacks 


as Piten ( as Bomacr was )-1e may 
artle by a bruiſe, or an impo- 
{tume, or by the blacke jzun- 

de, or by the putrifact:6 of th. 
liver: and it doth not al wates 3r» 
gue fome extraordinary judge- 
ment of Cod. Now cheſe and 
the like diſeaſeswith their tynp- 
tomes '& itrange ettects, thouglh 
they ſhall deprive a man of his 
healtis, 
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health, and of the right uſe of 


theparts of lis body, and of the 
uſe of reaſon too; yet they can- 
not deprive his {oule of eternall 


life. Andall fianes, procured by 
violent diſeaſes, and proceeding 
from repentaut ſinners, are ns 
of infirmity :-for which, if they 
know them and come againe to 
theuſe of reaſon, they will fur- 
tier repent; 1t not, they are par- 
doned and burzednithe death of 
Chriſt. -. And wee.ought not fo 


much to {tand upon the ſtrange- 


nefle of any-mans end , when 
wee know. the goodneſle of his 
life : for we mult judge a man 


not by his death, bur by lys lite. 


And if this be true, that ſtrange 
diſeaſes, and thereupon ſtrange 
behaviours in death, may betall 
the beſt man that 1s.; wee mul 
learne to reforme. our judge- 


ments of ſuch as lye at the point 
of 
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of ceath.. The common opinion 
is, thatifamanlyequietly and 
g0e away like a lambe(whichin 
tome diſcales, as conſumptions 


| and ſuch like, any.man may doe) 
| that he goes. ſtraight to. heaven.; 


bac it nj we Violence of ehe dilcaſe 
ſrreup;,zmpatieace, and cauſe 
1n the party - franticke behavi- 


| ours, then men uſe tofay, There 


isa judgement of God ſerving 
either to diſcover an hypocrite, 
or to plague a wicked man. . Bur 


| the truth 15. otherwiſe ; for 1n- 


deed a man may die like a lamb, 
and yet goe to hell : and one dy- 


10g in exceeding torments, and 


{trange behaviours of the body, 
may go to heaven: & by the out- 
ward codit1on of any man,either 
1:1 [:fe or death, wee are notto 
juilge of his eltate betore God. 
The fourth objection 1s this : 
when'a man is moſt neere death, 
then 
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then the divell is moſt buhie 1n 
temptation, & the more men arc 
aflaulted by Saran,the more dan- 
gerous and troubleſome is their 
caſe. And therefore it may ſezme 
that the day of death 1s the 
worit day of all. A»/.The condis 
tion of Gods children 1n earth 
15 twofold. Some are not temp« 
ted,and ſome are, Some I ſay are 
not tempted, as Simeon , who 
when he had ſcene Chriſt, brake 
forth and {xid, Lord, now letteft 
th'u thy ſervant depart in peace, 
&c. forc-ligmtying no doubr, 
that he ſhould end his dayes 1n 
all manner of peace. As tor them 
which are tempted, though their 
caſe bee very troubleſome and 
perpleved, yet th-1r faivatio! 1s 
not turther off, by reaſon of the 
violence and extremity of temp- 
tation. For God 15 then preſent 
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his ſpirit, and when we are moſt 
weake, hee 15 molt {trong 1n us ? 
becauſe his manner 15 to ſhew 
his power in weaknes. And for 
this cauſe, even 1n the time of 
death ehe diycll receives the 
oreateſt foyle, when he lookes 
tor the greatelt victory. 

The t1xt objection 1s this: V1. 
olent and {ullen death 15 a gric- 
vous curſe,and of all evils which 
befall man 1a this life, none 1s fo 
terrible : rherefore 1t may ſeeme 
taat the day of ſudden death 1s 
molt miſcrable. £»/cTt is truc 1n- 
deed that ſudden death is a curſe 
al grievous judginent of God, 
and therefore not wrthout cauſe 
ot men feared in the world : 
yet all things contidercd, wee 
ought more to be afraid of an 
ponent and evill lite;then of 
ſulden death. For though it be 
evill,as death itſelfe in lus owne 

nature 
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nature 1s, yet we muſt not think 
It to be {:mply evill : becaulc it 
15 notev1ll toall men, nor 1n all 
reſpects evill. I ſay 1t is not evil 
to all men, conlidering that no 
kind of death 1s evill or a curl: 


unto them that are 1n Chrit, 


who are freed from the- whole 
curſe of thelaw. And therefore 


the holy Ghoſt ſaith, Bleſſcd ar 


they that dye inthe Lord ; for the) 
reſt from thei laboyrs : whereoy 
1s ſignified, that they winch de- 
part this life, being members of 
Chrift, enter into everlaſting 
happines z of what death ſoever 
they dye, yea though it be ſud- 
den death. Againe I ſay, tiut 
ſudden death 1s not evill 1n all 
reſpects; for it 1s. not evall, be 
caute 1t 15 ſudden, but becautc it 
commonly takes men unpre- 
pared,and by tlc meanes makes 
the day of death a blacke day, 
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ind as 1t were a very ſpeedy 
lowne-fall to the gultqot hell. 
Ytherwiſe if a man bee ready 
and prepared to dye, ſudden 
eathis in effet no death, but a 
juicke and ſpeedy entrance to 
ternall life. TO 
.' Theſe objeCtions being thus 
anſwered, 1t appeares to bee a 
maniteſt truth . which Salomon 
ſaith, that the day of death is bet- 
ter indeed then the day of birth, 
MNow I come. to the third point, 
In which the reaſons & reſpects 
are to be conſidered that make 
he day of death to ſurpaſſe the 
ay of mans birth:and they may 
[l be reduced to this one, name- 
ly, that the burth day 1s an en- 
trance unto all woe and miſery, 
whereas the day of death joy- 
ned with a: godly and reformed 
lite, 18 an. entrance or degree to 
eternall life, W Ilich I make ma- 
niteft 


A 
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nifeft thus : Eternall life hat! 
threedegrees : one 1n this lite 
when a man can truely ſay th 
he lives not, but that Chriſ 
Iives in him:and this all men can 
{ay that repent and beleeve, ani _ 
are juſtified & ſanctified & hay: 
peace of conſcience , with oth 
g:f s of Gods Spirit, which: ar 
the earneſt of their ſalvatio. The 
ſecond degree is the end of this 
life, when the body goes to tly 
earth, and the ſonle 1s carried by 
the Angels into heayen:the thirl 
15inthe end of rhe world at tle F 
laſt judgement, when body an «” 
ſoule reunited,doe joyntly entcr 
into eternal happines 1n heaven, 
Now of theſe three degrees, 
death it ſelfe being joyned wit! 
the feare of God, 1s the ſecond: 
which alto. containeth in it two 
worthy ſteps to life. The hilt 
is 2 freedome from all miſeric} P* 
vyhuch 
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yhich have their end in death. 
or though men 1a this lite are 

bject tro manifold dangers by 
2 and land,as alſo toſundry a- 
cs, paines, difcaſes, as fea» 
ers,and conſumptions,&c. yet 
hendeath comes , . there 15 an 
nd of all. Again,ſo long as men 
vein this world, whatſoever 
xy be, they doe 1n ſome part 
ein bondage under originall 
orrup:10n and the remnants 
hereof, which are doubtiags of 
ods providence, unbehete, 
ide ot heart, 1gnorance, cove= 
ouſnes, ambition, envy, hatred, 
uſt, and ſuch like {innes, which 
ring forth fruits unto deat. 
\nd to be in ſubjection to fin on 
ls maner, is a miſery of all mi- 
Fries. Therefore Paxl,when he 
vas tempted unto lin by his cor- 
ption, cals the very temptat1- 
1 the buftets of Satar, and as it -a Cor gx. 
ct were 
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were a pricke or thorne woun- 
ding his fleſh, and patning him 
at the very heart. Againe, 1n an 
other place wearted with his 
own corruptions, he complain 
that he1s ſold under finne, and 
he-cries out: O miſerable mM. 
that I amwho fhal deliver me from 
this body of death * David laith, 
thathis eyes guſhed out with ri. 
vers of teares, when other men 
fined againſt God : how muc) 
more then was hee grieved fur 
the ſfinnes wherewith hee [1m 
felfe was overtaken 1n his life! 
And indzed 1t 15a very hell for 
a man that hath but a ſparke of 
grace, to be exerciſed, turmoy- 
led, and tempted' with the 1n- 
borne corrnptions' and rebel!;- 
ons of his owne heart : and 1t 2 
man would deviſea torment for 
{uch as feare God, and deſire to 
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1or deviſe a greater then this, 
or this cauſe bleſſed 1s the day 
f death, wich brings With 1t a 
reedome from all finne what- 
oever. | For when we dye, the 
orruption of nature 1s quite a= 
ol:ſhed,and ſan&tification 1s ac- 
ompliſhed. Laſtly, it 1s a grear 
{ery that the people of God 
re conſtrained 1n this world to- 
ive and converſein the compa- 
y of the wicked, as ſheepe are 
ningled with goats which ftrik 
hem, annoy thelr paſture, and 
vddy their water. Hereupon 
Davidcryed out. Woe is me that 
[ remaine in Meſhech, and dwell 
the tents of Kedar.\W hen Elias 
aw that efhab and Tezabel-had 
lanted 1dolatry 1n Ifracl, and 
hat they ſought his life alſo, he 
vent apart 1nto the wilderneſle 
nd defired to dye. Butthis mi- 
xy 15allo ended 1n the day of 
_- death 
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death, 1n as much as death is 1; 
it were the hand of God to fort 
and finghe out thoſe that be the 
ſervants .of God, from all un- 
godly men 1ntlus molt wretch: 
ed world, 
Furthermore, this exceeding 
benefit comes by death, that it 
doth not onely aboliſh the miſe. "*” 
ries which preſently are upon us, 
but alſo prevent thoſe which are 
to come. The righteors ({aith the 
Prophet I/aiah) poriſheth, and F 
man conſidereth it in his heart, aul BY 
mercifull men are taken away, ani » 
no man underſtandeth that th: 
righteous ts taken away from the 
evill to come. Example of this we 
have in Jofias. Becauſe ({aith the 
Lord) thine heart did melt, and 
rhou haſt humbled thy ſelfe before 
the Lord, whew thou heard: ra, 
what I ſpake againſt this place, Ct. a Dl 
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» thy fathers, and thox ſhalt bee 
"t in thy grave in peace, an thine 
yes ſhall not ſee all the evill which - 
will bring #pon this place, And 1 Cor,y1, |} 
Pal ſaith, that among the Co- 23» — | 
nthians, /o-e were aſlecpe, that 
s, dead, that they might not bee 
mdemaed with the world. 
K Thus much of freedome 
om miſery, which 1s the firtt 
nefit that comes by dearh, and $1 | i! 
ie frlt ſtep to life : now fol- wy! 
dwes the ſecond, which 1s, that fi | 
ath gives an entrance to tlie ' 
ule, that it may come into the 
, eſence of the everliving God, 
Chriſt, and of all the An- 
s ls and Saints in heaven. The 
} orthinefle of this benefite 
"Wakes the death of the righ- 
dus to bee no death, but ra- 
rablſſing to bee wiſhed of 
men. The conlideration of 
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be aiſſolved:but what is the cauſe 


of this defire? that followes in 
the next words, namely, that by 
h1s diflolution he might come to 
Ce with (hriſt. When the Queen 
of Sheba ſaw all Salomons wile- 


dome, and the houſe that he had 


built, and the meat of his table, 
and the fitting of his ſervants, & 
the order of his miniſters, and 


: Kir: 16.8 thcir apparell, &c. ſhe ſaid, Hap- 


P) are thy ICH , happy are theſe thy 
fer vants which ſtand ever before 
thre and heara thy wiſedome:mucl 
more then may wee ſay, that 
they are ten thouſand fold hap- 
py, which ftand not 1n the pre- 
{ence of an earthly King,but be- 
fore the King of Kings,the Lord 
of Heaven and Earth, and at his 
right hand 1njoy pleaſures for 
evermore. Moſes hath beene 
renowned 1n all ages for this: 


that God vouchſated him by 
0 
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{> much favour as to ſee his hin= 
der parts at his r2queit : O then 
what happineſle 15 this to ſee the 
glory and majeſty of God face 
to face, and to have eternall fel- 
lowſhip with God our Father, 
Chrift our Redeemer, and the 
holy Ghoſt our comforter, and 
to live. with the:blefled Saints 
and Angels 1n heaven tor ever ? 
Thus now the third point 1s ma» 
nteſt, namely, 11 what reſpects 
detth 1s more excellent thn 
life.i Itmay be, here the mind of 
marrunfatisfied will yet further 
reply and ſay,that howſoevern 
deach the ſoules of men enter 
into Heaven, yet their bodies; 
though they have beene tenderly 
kept tor meat;drink, & apparell, 
and have ſlept many a night 1n 
beds of doune,mutt lye 1n darke 
& loathſome graves, & therebe 
walt & conſumed with worms. 
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Anſw. All this 1s true indeed, but 
all isagthing:1f ſo be it we-w1l 
but der ar1ght of our grave 
as we ought. V e muſt notyudg; 
of our graves, as they appear; 
tothe bodily eye, but we mul 
looke upon. them by the eye © 
faith, and confider them as the; 
are altered and changed by et! 
death and buriall of Chrit, wh 
having vanquiſhed death upo. 
the Croſſe, purſued him atee 

ward to lis owne den, and foy 
led him there, and deprived hi 
of his power:and by this mean 
Chriſt in his owne death hart! 
buried our death, and by th 
vertue of his bujzall, as wit! 


and perfumed our graves, at 
made them of ſtinking & loath 
ſome ccabbins,to become prince 
Iy Palaces, and beds of mol 
Gm and happie reſt, - far 

mo 
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more excellent then beds ob 
downe. 

And though the body. rot in 
the grave,or be eaten of wormes 
or of fiſhes in the ſea, or burnt 
toaſhes,yet that wil not be un= 
to.us.a matter of diſcomfort,” if 
we do well confjder the ground 
of all grace,namely,our conjuns 
Ction with Chrilt. Itis indeede 
a ſpirituall, and yer a molt reall 
conjunction. Ang we mult not 


1magine that our foules' along 


are jopned to the body and ſoule 


of Chritt, but the whole perſon . 


of man both 1n body and ſoule 
1s joyned and united to whole 
Chriſt. And when we are once 
joyned to Chriſt in this mortall 


lite by the bond of the ſpirit, we . 
ſhall remaine and continue eter= 
nally joyned with hum, and this: . 


uni once truly made,ſhal never 
be diflolyed, Hence'it followes, 


C that.: 
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that although the body be ſe. 
vered from the ſoule 1n death, 
yetneither body nor ſoule are 
{ſevered from Chriſt, but the ve- 
ry body rotten in the grave, 
drowned in the ſea, burned to 
a{hes, abides ſtill united to him, 
& is as truly a member of Chriſt 
then, as before. This point we 
muſt remember as the foundatt- 
on of all our comfort, and hold 
xt for ever asa truth. For looke 
what was the condition of 
Chriſt in death, the ſame or the 
hke 1s the condition of all his 
members. Now the condition 
of Chriſt was this, though his 
body and ſoule were ſevered 
each from other, as farre as hea- 
ven andthe grave,yet neither of 
them were ſevered from the 


Godhead of the Son, but both *' 
did in death ſubſiſt in his perſon. | 
And therefore though our bo- | 


dies 
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of dying well, 45 
dies and ſoules bee pulled afuns 
der by natural or violent death, 
yetneither of them , no not the 
body it ſelfe ſhall be ſevered and 
diſ-joyned fro Chriſt, It will be 
alleadged, that if the body were 
then united to Chritt, it ſhould 
live and bee quickned 1n the 
grave. Anſ.Nort 1o:when a mans 
arme or legge 1s taken withthe. 
dead palfie,it receives little orno 
hear, life, ſenſe, or motion from 
the body : and yet notwithftan= 
ding 1t remaines fill a member 
of the body , becauſe the fleſh 
and the bone of-1t remaine joy- 
ned to the fleſh, and the bone to 
the body:even ſo may the body 
remaine a member of Chrift, 
though tor ſome ſpace of time 
itreceive neither ſenſe nor mo= 
tion nor life from the ſoule or 
trom the Spirit of Chriſt. 
Furthermore, we muſt remem- 
TORT 7 ber 
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ber that by the vertue of this 
conjunction,ſhal the dead body, 
be it rotten, burned, devoured, 

or howloever conſumed, at the 
day of j1dgement riſe toeternal 
glory.In the winter ſeaſon trees 
remaine without truit or leaves, 
and being beaten with wind & 
weather, appeare to the ele as 1f 
they were rotten trees; yet whe 
the ſpring time comes againe , 
they bring torth as betore, buds 
and bloſlomes, leaves and fruit: 
the reaſon 1s, becauſe the body, 
graine, and armes of the tree are 
all joyned to the root, where lies 
the ſap 1n the winter ſeaſon,and 


 whece by means ofthis conjun- 


Etion it 18 derived to al the parts 
of the tree 1n the ſpring time, 
Even ſo the bodtes of men have 
their winter alſo, in which they 
are turned to duſt, & ſo remaine 
for the ſpace of many thouſand 

Þ | yeeres, 
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yeeres, yet in the day of judge= 
ment by means of that myſtical 
» & conjunction with Chriſt, ſhall a 
» divine and quickning .vertue 
e | ſtreame thence to all the bodies 
i WF of the elect, to cauſe the to live 
'S © againe, And thar to life eternall. 
S, & Bur ſgfne will ſay,thatthe wic« 
& 8 kedgllo riſe again. Arff They do 
lofAndeed, but not by the lame 
Auſe,for they rite by the power 
of Chriſt, as he 1s Iadge to con= 
demn thE: wheras the godly riſe 
.:  againe by the vertue of Chriſts 
7, © reſurrection, whereof they are 
re © partakers by meanes of that 
2 | bleſkd and indifloluble conjun= 
dF &ion which they have with 
1-8 Chrift, Andthe bodies of the e-. 
is | lect though thy conſume never 
ef ſo much 1n the grave, yet are 
'e | they ſtill in Gods favour, and in 
YE the covenant of grace:to whuch, 
Y becauſe they have right, being 
C53 dead” 
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dead, they ſhall not remaine fo 
for ever, but ſhall riſe to glory 
at the laſt jadgement. Therefore 
che rotting of the body 1s no- 
thing 1n reſpect, and the death 
of the body no death. And 
therfore alſodeath in the old & 
new Teſtament 1s made but a 
ſlcepe, & the grave a bed, wheres 
of the like was never ſeene; 
wherin a man may reſt, nothing 


at all troubled with dreames or | 


fantaſies; & whence he fhal riſe, 
no more ſubject to weaknes or 
ſicknes, bue preſently be tran- 
| flatedeoveternall glory. By this 
then which hath beene ſaid, ue 
appeares that the death of the 
righteons 1s a ſecond degree to 
everlaſting happineſtk. 
Now then conſidering our 
conjunction with Chriſt 15 the 
foundation of all our joy & cg. 


fort in life and death, we are.in | 


the 


pa a. a iO Saws Aa Ow DH <> J©u c* 


ef djingwell, 49 
the feare of God: to learne this 
one lefl6,namely,that while we 
have time in this world , wee 
mult labour to bee united unto 
Chritt i that we may be bone of 
his bone, & fleſh of his fleſh. This 
very point 18 as It werea fiaggs 
of wine to revive our ſoules 
when they be 1na ſwownatany 
inſtant. And that we may bee 
aflured that we are certainely 
joyned to Chriſt, we muſt ſhews, 
our ſelves to be members of his 
my ftical body by thedaily fruits 
of righteouſnes and true repen- - 
tance. And being once certain= 
ly aflured in conſcience of our 
being 1n Chriſt, let death come 
whe 1t will, & let1t cruelly part 


aſunder both body and ſoule,yet 


ſhall they both remaine 1n the 
coyenant, and by meanes there- 
of be re-united and taken up ts 
life eternall, Whereas on the 
_— Aaq cons 
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trary, if men be out of the cove- 
nant and dye out of Chriſt, their 
ſoules goe to hell; and their bo- 
dies rot.for a time inthe grave, 
but atrerward they rife to ends 
lefle perdition. Wherefore I fay 
againe and againe;, Labour that 
your conlciences by the holy 
Ghoſt may teſtifie that yee are 
Iiving ſtones 1n'the Femple of 
God, and branches bearing fruit. 
inthe true vine,and then ye ſhal 
feele by experience, that the 
pangs of death ſhall bea further 
degree of happineſle then ever 
ye toundin your lives,even then 
when ye-are gaſping and pan- 
ting for breath, 

Thus much for the meaning 
of the text, now. follow the 
uſes, & they are manifold. The 
firſt and principal 1s this;In that 
Salomon preferres the day of 
death before the day of _ 

1 


of dying well TT 
hee dotly thereingive us tour 
derftand, thar there 1s a'dire& 
and certaine way wherby a math 
may die well; & if it had bin 0+ 
ther wile, he couldnothave fatd 
that the day of death 5s betrey. 
And whereas the avoucheth thig, 
he ſhewes withall, that there is 
an infallible way wherby ama 
may make a bleſſed end. Theres 
 forelet us come now'to fearch 
out this way; the knowledge 
and true underitanding whereof 
mutt not bee fetched from: the 
writings of men, but from the 
Word of God, who hath the 
power of lite and death in his 
owne hand. 

Now that a man may die wel, 
Gods word requires 2, things, 
a preparation betore death,'and 
a right behaviour and difpoſiti- 
on 1n death. 

The preparation unta:death 
15 


S- 


CF OO} ww ® 0 TH MO D000 BY FOR OW VF 


mr, ot 


CC ws 


—— 


. 
ws —_ — - _ _- 
T _ 
= = 
' 
DE. 
— —— 


52 Therighwy 


an aQtion ofa repentant fin- 
ner, whereby he makes himſelfe 
fit and ready to die, and 1t 1s a 
duty very neceflary , to which 
we are bound by Gods coman= 
dement. For there be ſundry 
laces in Scripture which doe 
aightly injoyn us to watch & 
pray, & to make our ſelves rea- 


dy every day againſt the ſecond 
Chriſt to judge | 


comming of 
ment. Now the ſame places doe 
withall bind us to make prepa- 
ration againſt death, at which 
eime God comes to judgement 
unto us particularly, Againe, 
looke as death leaveth a man, ſo 
ſhall the laſt judgement finde 
him, and ſo ſhall he abide eter- 
nally:there may be changes,and 
converſions from evill to good 
in this life, but after death there 
15 nochange at all. Therefore a 
prepagption to death can in no 

wiſe 
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wiſe be omitted of him that de- 
fires to make an happy and bleſ= 
fed end. 

This preparation is two-fold : 
generall,and particulgr.General 
preparation 15 that whereby > 


man prepares himſelfe to dye 


through the whole courſe of his 
life. A dutie moſt needfull tharx 
muſt in no wiſe be omitted. The 
reaſons are theſe : Firſt of all, 
death which 1s certaine 1s moſt 
uncertaine. I ſay it1s certain,be= 
cauſe no man can eſchue death, 
And it 1s uncertaine, 3. walesz 
firſt, in regard of time : for no 
man knows whe he ſhall die:ſe. 
condly,in regard of place : for 
no man knowes where he ſhall 
die, whether in his bed or 1n 
the field, whether by ſea or by 
land : thirdly, in reſpe&t of the 
kind of death,for no man knows 
whether he ſhal dy of a lingring 

Ox. 
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or ſudden, or a violent or natu- 
-xal death. Hence it follows; that 
men ſhould every day prepare 
themſelves to death. Indeed if 
we coulg: know when, where 
and how we ſhoulddie,the cafe 
were otherwiſe ; but ſeing wee 
know none of theſe, 1t ſtands us 
111 hand tolooke about us. A ſe. 
cond reaſon ſerving further to 
per{ſwade us, 1s this : The moſt 
dangerous: thing of all in' this 
world,is,to neglect all prepara- 
tlon. To make this point more 
manifeſt, I will uſe this compa- 
riſon : A certaine man purſued 
' by an Vaicorne,1in his flight fals 
into a dungeon, and 1 his tall 
takes hold and hangs by the 
arme of a tree : now as he thus 
hangs looking downeward, hee 
ſees 2. worms gnawing at the 
roote of the tree,and as he looks 
upward, he ſees an hive of moſt 
{weet 
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ſweet hony,hereupan he climes 


up into'1t, and fitting by it, hee 
teeds thereon; In the meane ſea- 
{on while he 1s thus ftting, the 
two worms gnaw 11 pteces the 
root ot-the tree : w® dune, tree 
and man & all fall into the bot- 
tome of the dungeon. Now this 
Vnicorne 1s death : the man that 
flyeth,is every one of us, and e- 
very living man : the pit over 
which he hangeth, 15 hell : the 
arme of the tree 1s life it ſelf:the 
two worms are day and might, 
the continuance whereof 15 the 
whole life ofa man : the hive of 
hony 1s the pleaſures, and pro- 
fits and honours of this world, 
to which whe men wholly giue 
ctheſelves, not conlidering their 
end, till the tree rot, that 1s, this 
temporall life be cut oft : which 
being -once done, they plunge 


thElelves quite ito the gulte of 
hell 


| 56 The right way 
T8 | By this wee ſee that there is 2 
| ood cauſc that men ſhould not 
'# efer this preparation till the 
T4 | time of ſficknes, but rather eye- 
| ry day make themſelves ready 
| againſt the day of death. But 
eme will fay,It ſhall ſufice1f I 
prepare my {eife to pray when 
I begin to be ficke. An. Theſe 
| men greatly deceive theſelves: 


the ſenſes & powers of the be- 
dy are occupied about the pains 
and tronbles of the diſeaſe : and 
* the licke party 1s exerciſed part- 
Iy in conference with the Phyli- 
clan, partly with the Miniiter 
about his ſoules health,and mat- 
ters of conſcience; and partly 
with friends that come to viſit, 
Therefore there muſt ſome pre- 
paration goe before in the time 
cf health,when the whole man 
| | with 


begina preparation, becaulc all | 


for the time the is moſt unfit to | 


- 
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with all the powers of body and 
ſoule are at l1berry. Again,there 
be ſome others which imagine 
and ſay, that a man may repent 
when he wil,even 1n the time of 
death : and that ſuch repentance 
is ſufficient. A»{[It is falſe which 
they ſay;for it's not in the pow. 
er of man to repent when hee 
himſelfe wilzwhen God wil, he 
may.lIt 1s notin him that willeth 


{ or runneth, but in God that 


hath mercy. And Chritt ſaith, 
that many ſhall ſeek to enter 1n- 
to heaven,and ſhall not be able, 
but why ſo? becauſe they ſeeke 
when it 1s too late, namely wh& 
the time of grace 1s paſt. There= 
fore 1t 1s exceeding tolly fer 
men 1{o much as once to dreame 
that they may have repentance 
at comand:nay it is 2 juſt judges 
ment that they ſhould be con- 
demned of God in death, o_ 
1 
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did contemne God mtheir life, 
andrthat they ſhould quite bee 
forgotten of God 1n lickneſle, 
that d1d forget God 1a their 
health. Again,I anſwer,that this 
late repEtance 1s {eldome or ne- 
ver true repentance.. It is {cke, 
like the party himfelfe, com- 
monly languithing and dying 
together with him. Repentance 
ſhould be voluntary (as all obe- 


dience to God ought)butrepen= | 


tance taken up in ficknes, 15 uſu- 
ally conſtrained and extorted by 
the feare of hel,and other judge- 
ments of God : for croſles, affi- 
Ctions,and ficknes wil caule the 
groſleit hypocrite that ever was 
to {toope and buckle under the 
hand of God, and to difſemble 
faith and repentance, and every 
grace of God, as though hee had 
them as fully as any of the true 
lervants of God: wheras indeed 

he 
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he wants the altogether. Wher- 
fore fuch repentance commonly 
1s but conntertert. For 11-true 
and found repentance men-muſt 
forſake their finnes; but in this 
the t1nne forſakes the man; who 
leaves all his evill wayes onely 
upon thus, that he1s conttrained 
to leave the world. Wherefore 
tisa thing-greatly ro bee wiſh- 
ed, that men would repent and 
prepare themſelves todie in the 

| time of health,before the day of 
death or {ickneſl2 come: . Laitly, 
IT 15 alleadged that one of tlie 
theeves repented- upon tlie 
croſle. Anſ. The theefe was cal- 
led after the eleventh houre at 
the point of the twelfth, when 
he was now dying and drawing 
on : Therefore his converſion 
q was altogether miraculous and 
extraordinary : and there was a 


{ ſpecial reaſon why Chriſt _ 
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| have himto be called then, that 


while hee was in ſuffering hee 
might ſhew forth the vertue of 
his paſſion; that all which ſaw 
the one, might alſo acknows- 
ledge the other. Now it is not 
good for men to make an ordt- 
nary rule of an extraordinary 
example. 

Thus then this point being 
maniteſt,that a general prepara= 
ton muſt bee made, let us now 
ſee in what manner it mult be 
done. And for the right doing 
of it, five duties mult be praCti- 
ſed in the courſe of our liues, 
The firft is the meditation of 
death in the life time; for the 
life ofa Chriftii is nothing elſe 
but a meditation of death. A no+ 
table practiſe hereof we have in 
the example of 7ſeph of efri- 
wmathea, who made his tombe in 


tus life time inthe midi of his 


gaU” 
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earden:no doubt for this end, to 
put himſelfin mind of death, & 
that in the midft of his delight 
and pleaſures. Heathen Philoſo» 
phers that never knew Chriit, 
had many excellent medititions 
of death, though not comforta» 
ble 1n regard of life everlaftin 

Now we that have known ang 
beleeved1n Chriſt, maſt goe be- 
yond them in this point, conſ1- 
dering with our ſelves ſuch 
things as they never thought, 
of, namely, the cauſe of death, 
our finne : the remedy thereof, 
the curſed death of Chriſt; cur= 
ſed I fay in regard of the kind 
of death and puniſhment laid 
upon, him, but bleffed in re- 
gard of. us. Thirdly, we muſt 
often meditate of the preſence 
of death, which we doc, when 
by Gods grace we make an ac 
count of gycry preſent day a5 if 
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1t were the day of our death,and 
reckon. with our felves when 
we goe to bed, as though wee 


ſhould never riſe againe, and 


when we riſe, 'as though wee 
thuuld never lye downe agaune, 
- This meditation of death 1s of 
{peciall ufe ,- and brings forth 
many fruits 1ti'rh2 }ife of man. 
And firſt of all,it ferves to hum- 
ble us under the hand of Gad, 
Example we have of Abraham, 
who ſaid, Behold, I havebegun 
wow toſpeake tomy Lord, and I am 
but band aſhes. Marke heere, 
how : the" '\confideration ' of his 


mortality-made Inn toabaſe & 


caſt down himſelte 1n the fight 
of God;-and thus 1f wee could 
reckon of every day: as of the 
laſt day,it would pull dowa our 
peacocks feathers, 'ana' make 
us with 7ob to abhor'our ſelves 
in duſt and alkes. LEES | 
| _ _ Secondly, 
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Secondly, this meditation 15 
z meanes to further repentance. 
Vhem /ozas came to Ninive'and 
cried, Tet forty dates ani\Nimve 
all be deſtroyed, the whole city 
repented in ſackecloath and a» 
ſhes. When Elias came to Ahab 
and told him that.the dogges 
ſhould eate ſeſabel by the wall 
of [eſrael,and him alto of Ahabs 
{tocke that died in the city, &c, 
it made him to humble himtelte 
{o; as the Lord faith to Elias, 
Seeſt thou how Ahab &« humbled 
before me ? Now if the remem- 
brance of death was of ſuch 
force 1n-him that was but an 
hypocrite, how excellent a 
meanes of grace will it be 11 
them that truly repent 2? 
Thirdly,this Lou pr ſerves 
to {tire up contentation in eve- 
ry eſtate and condition of life 
that ſhall betfall us. Righteous 
SE | leb 
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1t were the day of our death,and 
reckon with our felves when 


we goe tobed,- as though wee 
ſhould never riſe againe, and 


when we riſe, 'as though wee 
thuuld never lye downe againe, 
- This meditation of death 1s of 
{peciall ufe ,- and brings forth 
many fruits 112 }ife of man, 
And firſt of all, it ferves to hum- 
ble us under the hand of God, 
Example we have of Abraham, 
who ſaid, Behold, I havebegun 
wow toſpenke tomy Lord, and 1 am 
but band aſhes. Marke heere, 
how : the''confideration ' of his 


mortality-made him toabaſe & 


caſt down himſelte in the fight 
of God;-and thus 1t wee could 
reckon of every day: as of the 
laſt day,it would pull down our 
peacocks feathers, 'ana' make 
us witly 79 to ablior'our ſelves 


1n duſt and aſhes, © 


_ Secondly, 
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Secondly, this meditation 15 
z meanes to further repzntance. 
Vhen [onas came to Ninive'and 
cried, Tet forty dates ani1Ninive 
ball be deſtroyed, the whole city 
repented jn fackecloath and > 
ſhes. When Elias came to Ahab 
and told him that.the dogges 
ſhould eate /e/abel by the = 
of [eſrael,and him alto of Ahabs 
{tocke that died inthe city, &c, 
it made him to humble himlelte 
ſo; as the Lord faith to Els, 
Seeſt thon how Ahab & humbled 
before ne ? Now if the remem- 
brance of deach was of facl1 
force 1n him that was bur an 
hypocrite, how excellent a 
meanes of grace will it be 1n 
them that truly repent ? * 
Thir dly,this Am ſerves 
to ſtirre up contentation in eve- 
ry eſtate and condition of life 
that ſhall betall us. Righteous 
lob. 
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Job in the middeft of his affliti- 
ons, comforts himſelf with this 
conſideration, Naked (faith he) 
came { forth of my mothers womb, 
and naked ſpall I returne againe, 
ec. bleſſed be the name of the 
Lord. And ſurely the often me. 
ditation of this,that a man of all 
his abundance can carry no- 
thing with him but either a cof+ 
fin or a winding ſheet, or both, 
ſhould bee a forcible meanes to 
reprefle the unſatiable deſire of 
riches & the love of this world. 
Thus we ſee what an effe&tu- 
all meanes this meditation is to 
encreaſe and further the grace 
of God in the hearts of men. 
Now I commend this firſt duty 
to your Chriſtian confiderati- 
ons,defiring the praCtiee of it in 
your lives ; which practice that 
1t may take place, two things 
mult be performed, 1, labour.to 
—_— 
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plucke out of your hearts a wics 
ked and erroneous imaginations 
hereby every man naturally 
blefleth himſelfe and thinkes 
highly of himſclte : and though 
e hadone foote 1n the grave, 
yet he perſwades himſelte that 
he ſhall not dye yet. There is no 
man almoſt fo. old, but by the 
corruption of his heart he thinks 
that he ſhall live one yeere lon- 
ger. Cruell & unmerciful death 
'Emakes league with no man:and 
yes the Prophet &ay faith, that 
the wicked man makes a league 
with death-: How can this be 2 
there 1s no league made indeed 
but onely in the wicked imagt- 
nation of man, who fallly thinks 
that death will not come neere 
lim,though all the world ſhold 
be deſtroyed. See an example in 
the parable ofthe rich man, that 
laying ſtoreſt up abundance of 
__ wealth 
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8 | wealth for many yeers, ſaid un 
$4 3 Ek tohisownſoule, Soxle, thou ha ® 
[1'F ; ds wwch gooas laidup for many,yeer Cl 
it live at eaſe,eat drinke and take thilll © 
F paſtime : whereas his ſoule was d 


EC . tercht away preſently. And ſee F 


ing this natural corruption 151 7 

ls every mansheart,we mult dail , 

| | . fightagainſt it, and labour by all 

S | might and maine that 1t take nd : 
| j | place in us:for ſo long as it ſhall 1 
' prevaile, we ſhall be utterly un] * 

f fit to make any preparation tc , 
" death, We oaghtrather to 1inÞ _ 
[ deavour to attaine to the min . 


| 3} and meditation of S. Hicrome 
FT +4 who teſtifieth of himſelfe, onff ,, 
In Epiſt.s rus manner, Whether I watke, orfff /- 
" ſleep,or whatſoencr I do, me think t 
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wo 


F if I heare the ſound of the trumpet 
| riſe ye dead,& come to judgement, 
| This ſecond thing which we 

F* are to practiſe , that wee may 
come toa ſerious mediation of 
| Out 
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our owne ends,1s, to make pray- 
er unto God, that we might be 
enabled to reſolve our ſelves of 
death continually. Thus David 
prayed, Lord make mee to know 
mine end, and the meaſure of my 
aayes, let mee know how long I ' 
y a have to live. And Moſes, Lord Pla. g0.4e | Wh 
teach me to number my aayes, that j 
I may apply my heart unto wiſe- 
owe: It may be ſaid, What need 
men pray to God that they may 
be able-to number their dayes? 
cannot they of themſelyes-rece 
kon a few yeares and- dayes, 


ge 
0: chatare ableby Art to meaſure: 
; the globe of the earth, and the 
F ſpheres of heaven, and the quan=: 
--|| ties of the {tarres, with their: 
| || !ongitudes, laritudes, alritudes, 
of Notions, and diſtances from the 


zarth? No verily : For howſo-. 
"'F ever by a generall ſpeculation: 
wee thinke ſomething of our; 
: D - cud, * 
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ends, yet unlefle the Spirit of 
God be our Schoole-maſter to 
teach us our dutie , we ſhall ne- 
ver be able ſoundly to reſolve 
our ſelves of the prefence and 
ſpeedinefle of death. And there- 
fore let us pray with David and 
Moſes, that God would inligh- 
ten our minus with knowledge, 
and fi{l our hearts with his grace 
that we might rightly cenfider 


" of death, and eſteeme of every 


day and houre, as 1t were the 
day and houre of death, 

The ſecond dury 1n this gene- 
rall preparation 1s, Thatevery 
man mult daily endeavour to 
take away from his owne death 
the power and ftrength there- 
of, And I pray you marke this 
point. The Philiftims ſaw by 
experience , that Samſon was of 
great ſtrength, and therfore they 
uled meanes $9 know in what 

part 
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part of his body it layzand when 
theytoundit to bee-1n the haire 
of his head, they ceaſed not un- 
till it was cut off. In like maner 
the time wil come wh6 we-mult 
encounter hand to hand withty- 
rannous and cruel death:the bett. 
therefore 13, before hand now 
while wee have time, to ſearch 
where the ſtrength of death lies, 
which be1ag once knowne, wee 
mult with 1peed cat oft his Sam- 
{ons lockes, and bereave lum of 
his power,difarme him, & make 
him altogether unable to pre= 
raile againſt us. Now to hind out 
this matter, wee need not toute 
the counſell of any Dalilabyfor 
we have the Word of God web 
teacheth us. plainely where 
the ſtrength. of death contiſts,, 
namely in our fins,as Paw ſaith, 
T he ſting of death is finne. Welk 
then, we knowing certenly that- 
>. ANA the- 
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the power and force of every 
mans particular death, lies 1n lis 
owne finnes, mult ſpend our 
time and ftudy in uſing good 
meanes that our ſ1nnes may bee 
remooved and' pardoned. ' And 
therefore wee muſt daily inure 
our ſelves 1n the practice of two 
duties. One 1s to humble our 
ſelves for all our fins paſt, partly 
cofeſling the againſt ourſelves, 
partly 1nprayer crying to heave 
for the pardon of them. The 0- 
ther 1s tor time to come to turne 
unto God, andto carry a pur- 
ole, reſolution, and indeavor 1n 
all things to reforme both heart 
& life according to Gods word. 
Theſe are the very principal and 
proper duties;whereby the pow- 
er of death 1s much rebated, and 
he 1s madeof a mighty & blou- 
dy enemie ſo far forth friendly 
and tratable, that we may with 
comfort 


dns 
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comfort incounter with him & 
prevatle too. Therefore Icom- 
mend theſe duties to your Chri- 
ſtian conſfiderations,and carefull 
practice, deliring that ye would 
ſpend your dayes ever hereafter 
1n doing of them. If a man were 
to deale with a mightie Dragon 
or Serpent hand to hand, in fuch 
wiſe as he muſt either kill or be 
killed,the bett ching were to be- 
reave him of his fting, or of that 
part of the body where his poy- 
ſon lyes : now death it felte 1s a 
{erpent,dragon,or {corpion, and 
finne 1s the thing and poyſon 
wherzeby he wounds and kils us. 
Wherefore without any more 
delay , fee that you pull out his 
{ting:the practice ot the tereſaid 
duties1s as 1t were a fit & wor- 
thy inſtrument to doe the deed, 
Halt thou beene aperlon 1gno- 
rant of Gods will, a contemner 
D 3 of” 
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of his word and worſhip,a blai- 
phemer of his name, a breaker 
of his Sabbaths, difobedient to 
parents and Magiltrates, a Mur- 
derer, a fornicatour, a rayler, a 
flanderer,a covetous perſon, &c, 
retorme theſe thy ſinnes, and all 
other like to them, pul them out 
by the roots from chy heart, and 
caſt them off. So many finnes as 
bee in thee, ſo many ftings ot 
death bee alſo in thee to wound 
thy ſoule to eternall death:ther- 
fore let no one ſinne remaine for 
which thou haſt not humbled 
thy ſelfe and repented ſerioutly, 
When death hurts any man , 1t 
takes the weapons whereby hee 
1s hurt,from his owne hand. It 
canuot doe us the leait hurt but 
by the force of our owne linnes, 
Wherefore Ifay againe, and a- 
gaine, Lay this point to your 
nearts, and ſpend your ſtrength, 
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life, and health, that ye may be= 
fore yedie, aboliſhrhe ftrength 


"0 Þf of death. A man may put aſer- 
** | pent 3n his boſome when the 
_ {tiag 1s out: and wee may let 
If death creepe into our boſomes, 


and gripe us with his legs, and 
ur ÞÞ tab us at che heart; 1o long as he 
brings not his venime and poy= 
| Þ fon with him. 

Dr And becauſe the former du» 
d if tiesare fo neceſlacy, as none can 
= Þ be more, I will uſc ſome reaſons 
I Þ| yet further to inforce the, V hat 
d Þ {oever a man would doe when 
Y- Þ heis dying, the ſame he oughs 
It Þ to doe every day winle he 1s 11» 
*e Þ| ving: nov the moſt notorious 
It Þ and wicked perſon that ever 
at | was, when he 1s dying will pray 
5. Þ and delire others to pray: for 
a- | him;andpromnfe amendment of 
ar Þ life, proteſting that if he might 
| live, he would become a practi» 
D 4 toner 
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tioner in all the good duties ot 
faith, repentance,and reformati- 
On of lite. Oh therefore be care- 
full todo this every day. Againe 
the ſaying 1s true,he that would 
Ive when he 1s dead, mult dye 
while he1s alive, namely to his 
finnes. W ouldeſt thou then live 
eternally? ſae to heaven for thy 
pardon, and ſee that now 1n thy 
{ife time thou die to thine owne 
finnes. Laſtly, wicked Balaam 
would taine die the death of the 
righteous : but alas, 1t was to 
{mall purpoſe : for hee would 
by no meanes live the lite of the 
righteous. For Is continuall 
urpoſe and meaning was to 
follow his old waics 1n ſorceries 
and covetouſneſle, Now the life 
of arighteous man ſtands 1nthe 
humbling of himſelfe for his 
ſinnes patt,and ina careful refor- 


ation of lite to come, Woul- | 
deſt | 
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deſt thou then die the death of 
the righteous ? then looke unts 


1t, that thy life be the life of the 


righteous : 1t ye will needs live 
the lite of the unrighteous, yee 
mutt looke to dye the death of 
the unrighteous. RemEver this, 
and content not your ſelves to 
heare the W ord, bur be doers of 
it : for ye learne no more indeed, 
what meaſure of knowledge ſo- 

ever ye have,then ye praCtiſe, 
The third dutie 1n our gene- 
rall preparation, 1s 1n this life to 
enter into the firft degree of life 
eternall. For as I have ſaid,there 
be three degrees of lite everla- 
ſting, and the firit of them 151n 
this preſent life: for hee that 
would live in eternall happt- 
nefle tor ever, mult begin 1n this 
world to riſe out of the grave 
of his owne finnes, 1n which by 
nature he lyes buriedzand live 1n 
NEW+ 
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newneſle of life, as 1t 1s faidin 
the Revelation, He that will e/- 


cape the ſecond death , muſt bee 


made a partaker of the firſt reſur- 
reftHon. And Paxl ſaith to the 
Colofſians,that they were 1n this 
life delivered from the power 
of darkencſſe, and tranſlated into 
the kingdome of (brit. And Chriit 
faith to the Church of the lewes, 
T he kingdome of heaven u among ſt 
you. Now this firtt degree of 
life is, when a man can ſay-with 
Pal, I live not,but Chrift lives in 
eee : that 1s, I find partly by the 
teſtimony of my ſanCtified con- 
ſcience, and partly by experi- 
ence, that Chrift my redeemer 
by his Spirit guideth and gover- 
neth my thoughts, will, aftecti- 
ons, and all the powers of bedy 
and foule, according to the ble. 
fed direftion of lus holy will. 
Now that wee may bee able 
truly 
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ſaving knowledge , whereby we 
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truly to fay- this, wee muſt have 
three gifts and graces of God, 
wherem eſpecially this firlt de» 
gree of life conſiſts. The firſt 1s 


do truly reſolve our ſelves chat 
God the Father of Chriſt 1s our 
Fath-r, Chriſt his Sonne our res 
deemer, and the holy Gholt our 
comforter. That this knowledge ql 
15 one part of life eternall, it ap» | | | 
peares by the ſaying of Chriſt 'F 
in John, F hes is life eternall, that Tohn 17: i | 
is, the beginning and entrance bak 
fo life eternall, to kyow thee the '41 
onely God, and whom thou haſt ſent 
Fes Chriſt, The feeond grace, | 
1s peace of Conſcience which |. , j 
paſleth all underſtanding; and © of 
therefore, Pax! faith, that, Ill 
the Kingdome of Heaven is , qt 
righteonſneſſe, peace of conſcrence, 1 
and joy in the holy Ghoſt. The 1 
horrour of a guiltie conſcience 
15 
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is the beginning of death and de- 
firuction:therfore peace of con- 
ſcience derived from the death 
of Chriſt, 1s life and happanelle, 
The third 1s the regiment of the 
Spirit, whereby the heart and 
lite of man 1s ordered according 
tothe Word of God. For Paxl 
faith, that they that are the chil- 
dren of God, are led by the Spirit 
of Chriſt. Now ſeeing this 1s ſo, 
that if we would live eternally, 
we mult begin to live that bleſ- 
ſed and eternall life before wee 
dye ; here we muſt be carefull to 
reforme two common errours : 
The firſt is,that a man enters 1n- 
to eternall life when he dies,and 
not before; which 1s a flat un- 
truth. Oar Saviour Chriſt ſaid 
to Zachers, This day ts ſalvation 
come to thy houſe: giving us to un- 
deritand, that a manthen begins 
to be ſaved, when God doth ef- 

tectually 
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tectually call him by the mini- 
{terie of the Goſpel. W hoſoever 
then will be ſaved when hee 1s 
dying anddead, mult begin to 
be ſaved while he 1s now hving. 
His ſalvation muſt beginne in 
this life, that would come to ſal- 
vation after this life : Yerily, ye- 
rily, faith Chriſt, He that heareth 
my word, and beleeveth in him 
that ſent mee, hath eternall life, 
namely, 1n this preſent life. The 
{ſecond error is, that howſoever 
a man live, if when hee 1s dying 
he can lift up his eyes, and ſay, 
Lord have mercy upon me, hee 1s 
certainely ſaved. Behold a very 
fond & toolifh concert, that de- 
ceives many a man. It 1s all ene 
as if an arrant thiefe ſhould thus 
reaſon with himſelfe, and ſay, I 
will ſpend my dates in robbing 
and ſtealing, I feare neither ar- 


raignement nor execution, For 
at 
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at the very time when I am to 
be turned off from the ladder, if 
I doe but call upon the Tudge,[l 
know I ſhall have my _ 
Behold a moſt dangerous and 
deſperate courſe : and the very 
ſame 1s the praCtice of carelefſe 
men inthe matter of their ſalva- 
tion. For a man may dye wit| 
Lord have mercy 1n his mouth, 
and periſh eternally ; except in 
this world he enter into the firſt 
degree of eternall life. For not 6- 
very one that ſaith, Lord, Loyd, 

ſhall enter into heaven, bat he that 
aoth the will of the Father which is 

in Heaven. 

+ The fourth dutie is to exer- 
cife andenure our felves 1n dy- 
ing by little and little fo long as 
we live here upon earth, betore 
we come to dye indeede. And as 
men that are appointed to run a 

race, exerciſe thernſelves before 

Tel 
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In running, that they may get 
the Victory; ſo ſhould we begin 
to dienow whule weare living, 
that we might dy wel 1n the end. 
But ſome may ſay, How ſhould 
this be done ? Paul gives us dire- 
Ction1n his own example, when 
he ſaith, By the rejoycing which 1 


have in ( hriſt,] die duly. And he |! Cor.15, hh 
died daily, not only becauſe he ** | 


was often m danger of death b 

reaſon of hiscalling; butalfo bes 
cauſe of all his dangers and trou- 
bles, heenured himſelfe to die, 
For when men doe make the 
right uſe of their afflictios whe- 
ther they bee 1n body or minde 
or both, and doe with all cheir 
might endeavour to beare them 
patiently; humbling themſelves 
as under the correction of God, 
then they begin todie well : and 
to doe this indeed , 1s to take an 


excellent courſe, He that would 
mor= 
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at the very time when I am to 
be turned off from the ladder, if 
I doe but call upon the Tudge,[l 
know 1 ſhall have my —_—_ 
Behold a moſt dangerous and 
deſperate courſe : and the very 
ſame 1s the practice of carelefſe 
men inthe matter of their ſalva- 
tion. For a man may dye with) 
Lord have mercy 1n his mouth, 
and periſh eternally ; except in 
this world he enfer into the firſt 
degree of eternall life. For not 6+ 
very. one that ſaith, Lord, Loyd, 
ſhall enter into heaven, bat he that 
aoth the will of the Father which is 
in Heaven. 

The fourth dutie 1s to exer- 
cife andenure our ſelves in dy- 
ing by little and little fo long as 
we live here upon earth, before 
we cometo dye indecde. And as 
men that are appointed to run a 
race, exercite theraſelves before 

Tel 
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1n running, that they may get 
the Victory; ſo ſhould we begin 
to. dienow while we are living, 
that we might dy wel inthe end. 
But ſome may ſay, How ſhould 
this be done ? Paw! gives us dire- 
tion 1n his own example, when 
he ſaath, Py the rejoycing which [ 


have in { briſt 1 die duly. And he 1 Cor.19, || 


died daily, not only becauſe he ** 
was often mm danger of death by 
reaſon of hiscalling; butalfo be» 
cauſe of all his dangers and trou- 
bles, heenured himſelfe to die, 
For when men doe make the 
rightuſe of their afflictios whe- 
cher they bee 1n body or minde 
or both, and doe with all cheir 
mtglt endeavour to beare them 
patiently; humbling themſelves 
as under the correction of God, 
then they begin todie well : and 


-to doe this indeed , 1s to take an 


excellent courſe, He that would 
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mort1he his greateſt finnes,muſt 
begin to do it with ſmall finnes: 
which, when they are once rc- 
tormed,a man ſhall be able more 
eaſily to overcome his maiter- 
ins. So likewiſe he that would 
be able to beare the croſle of all 
croſſes, namely , death it ſelfe; 
muſt firlt of all learne to bearc 
{mall crofles, as ſickneſles 1n bo- 


loſſes of goods and of friends, 
and of good name : which I may 
fitly tearme little deaths,and the 
beginnings of death it felfe : and 
we muſt frft of all acquaint our 
ſelves with theſe little deaths, 
before we can be able to beare 
the great death of all. Again,the 
- afflictions and calamities of ths 
life,are as 1t were the harbingers 
and purveyers of death : and we 
are hrit to learne how to enter- 
taine theſe meſſengers, that 
when 


dy, and troubles 1n minde, wath 


,muſt 
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when death ths Lord himſelfe 


{hall come, we may 1n better 


manner entertaine hit. This 
pointBz/ney the martyr wel con= 
hdered , who oftentimes before 
he was burned, put his finger in- 
to the flame of the candle, not 
only to make triall of his ability 
in ſuffering, bur alſo to arme 
and ftrengthen himſelfe againſt 
greater torments in death. Thus 
ye {ee the fourth duty, which ye 
mutt 1n any wiſe learne and re- 
member, becauſe we cannot be 
able to beare the pangs of death 
well, unlefle we be firft well 
{chooled and nurtured by ſun- 
dry trials in this life, 

The fitth and laft durie 1s ſet 
downe by Salomon: eMll that 
thine hand ſhall finde to doe , ape it 
with all thy power. And marke 
the reaſon, For there ts neither 
worke, nor wuention, nor kyows 


deage, 
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leage, nor wiſedome in the grave 
whither thows goeſt. To the ſame 
purpoſe Pauliaith , Doe gooa to 
all men while ye have time. 1 here» 
tore 1f any man be able to doe 
any good ſervice either to Gods 
Church, or to the Common» 
wealth, or toany private man, 
tet him doe it with all ſpeed and 
with all his might, leaſt death 1t 
ſelfe prevent him. He that hath 
care thus to ſpend his dates, ſhall 
with much comfort and peace 
of conſcience end his life. 

Thus much of generall pre- 
paration. Now followeth the 
particular, which 1s 1n the time 
of {ickneſle, And here firſt of all 
I will ſhew what 1s the doctrine 
of the Papiſts, and then atrter- 
wztd the truth. By the Popiſh 
order and practice , whena man 
15 abour to die , hee 1s 1njoyned 
three things. Farft, to make fa- 

cramentall 
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amentall confeſſion, eſpecially 
Y1it been any mortall finne ; ſe- 
ondly, to receive the Euchariſt; 
hirdly, to require his anoyling, 
that 18, the Sacrament (as they 
ods call it) of extremeunction. 
_—_ Sacramentall contefiion, they 
nan, ſ'carme a rehearfall, or enumera- 
and ftion ofal a mans {1ns to a Prieſt, 
th ir Brhat hee may receive abſoiution. 
ach [But againſt this kind of con- 
hall Ifcfſion, ſundry reaſons may bee 
eace Balleadged. Firſt of all it hathno 
warrant either by commande- 
pre= || ment or example in the whole 
the | Wordof God. They ſay yes:and 
ime | they endeavour to proove 1t 
> a1] | thus : He which lies 1n any mor- 
ine þ| fall finne,is by Gods law bound 
-er. | to doe penance and to {ceke res 
iſh Þ| conciliation with God:now the 
nan | neceflarie meanesafter baptiſme 
ned Þ| to obtaine reconciliation,1s con» 
feſſion of all our fins to a Prieft, 
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becauſe Chritt| hach, appounted 
Priefts to, bee Iudges upon 
earth with ſuch meaſure of au- 
thoritie, that no man failing at- 
ter baptiſme, can without their 
{entence and, determination bee 
reconciled, & they cannot right- 
ly judge, unlefle they know all 
a mans linnes : therefore all that 
fall after baptiſme,are bound by 
Gods Word to open all their 
ſinnes to the Prieſt. Az/Tv. It 18 
falſe which they ſay , that the 
Prieſts are Iudges, having pow- 
er to examine and take knovww- 
ledge of mens ſins, & jurifdi&t16 
whereby they can preperly ab- 
ſolve & pardon, or retain them, 
For Gods W ord hath given no 
more to man, but a miniſterie of 
reconciliation, whereby 1n the 
name of God, and according to 
Ins Word, hee doth preach, de- 
clare, and pronounce, that God 
dot!: 
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doth pardon or not pardon his 
fins. Againe, pardon may truly 

2 pronounced, and r:ght judge- 

ent of the eftate of any man, 

thout a particular rehearſall 
of all his finnes. For hee which 
ſoundly and truly repents of one 
pr ſome few finnes, repents of 
all. Secondly, this conteſſion 1s 
pyerturned by the practice of 
the Prophets and Apoſtles, who 
not onely abſolved particular 
perſons, but alſo whole Chur- 


ches without exaction of an au-" 


r1cular confeſſion, W lien 1Va- 
han the Prophet had rebuked 
David for his two great and 
1orriÞble crimes, David touched 


ith remorſe ſaid, / have ſinned, 2S4m-13g 
& Nathaxpreſctly withour furs i* 


her examination deslared unto 
um in the name of God, that his 
ins were forgiven him. Third- 
y, 1tcannet be prooved by any 

good 


88 The right way 


good and ſufficiene proofes, tha 

this confeſſion was uſed in the 
Church of God till after hve o: 
f1xe hundred yeares were expi- 
red. For. the confeſſion whach 
was then 1n uſe, was ether pub- 
like before the Church , or the 
opening of a pubhlike fault to 
ſome private perſon in ſecret, 
Therefore to urge ſicke men un- 
toitlying at the point of death, 
15 to lay more burdens on them 
then ever God appointed. 

And whereas they make 1t 2 
neceflary thing to receive the 
Euchariſt 1nthe time of ficknes 
toward death,and that privately 
of the ſicke partie alone , they 
have no warrant for their pra- 
Ctice and opinion. For in the 
want of the-Sacrament there 1s 
no danger,bur 1n the contempt : 
andthe very contempt it feltfe 1s 
»hune which may bopaodegen 
1 
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s, that we repent. And there 1s no 
in theſfeaſon why wee ſhould thinke 
hve ohat ſicke men ſhouid be depri- 
 expi-yed of the comfort of the Lords 
whuchPupper, if rhey recerve 1t not1in 
r pub-ſWeath, becauſe the fruit and effi 
or theſſracy of the Sacrament once re- 
alt rofſikerved, 15 not to be reſtrained to 
lecret{he time of receiving, but it ex» 
en unſends itſelf ro the whole time of 
death$nans life atterward. Againe,the 
themPupper of the Lord is no private 

zcton, but meerely Ecclehafti- 
ke 17 2ficall: and therefore to be celebra- 
e the|<d 1n the meeting and aflembly 
cknesgot Gods people; as our Saviour 
ratelyFChriſt preſcribeth , when hee 

theyWaith, Do you this: & Panl in lay- Luka2r, 

r pra-ſÞng,henye come together. But it 1 Cor, 
n theſÞs alleadged that the Ifraelites *F 
ere is6:d eat the Paſchal lambin thei 
mpr : houſes whe they were 1n Egypt. 
lte s/w. The Ifraclites had then 
pned, #29 libertic to make any publike 
= 7 mee- 


Canl2, 
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meeting for that end : that God 
commanded: that the Paſchal! 
Lambe ſhould be eaten in all the 
houſes of the Iſraelites at one & 
the ſame inſtant; & that in efte 
was as much as 1f it had binpub- 
like. Againe,they alledge a Ca- 
non of the councell of Nice; 
which decreeth, that men being 
about to dye, muſt receive the 
Euchariſt, and not ® be deprived 
of the proviſion of tood necet- 
fary for their journey. Au. The 
Councell made no-d-cree tou- 
ching the adminiſtration of the 
Sacrament to all men that dye, 
but to ſuch only as fal away tr6 
the faith in perſecution, or fali 
:nto any other notorious crime, 
and were thereupon excommu- 
nicate,& ſo remained till death: 
and either then or ſomewhat be- 


fore teſtified their repentance 


for their offences, And the Ca» 
yt — 
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none was made for thisend,that 
fuch' perſons might bee aſſured 
all that they were againe rece1ved 
theſl into the Church, and by this 
'& | means depart with more cotorr. 
et} Thirdly; it is objected, that wn 
ab-E the primitive Church,part of the 
a Euchariſt was caried by a Lad to 
ce; Scrap:on an aged man,lying lick 
n2Þ in lus bed, 4»/3v. It was mdeed 
the fl the cuſtome of the auncient 
ved | Chureh fro the'very beginning 
el- | that the elements of bread and 
ſhe £ wine, ſhould be ſent by ſome of 
oti- | the Deacons to the ſicke, which 
the were abſent from the aſſembly. 
ye, || And yct nevertheleſle heere is 
tro £0 footing tor private commu» 
fali Enions. For the Eucharift was 
me, only then tent, when thereit of 
nu- tze Church, did openly . com- 
th: Emunicate, and ſuch as were then 
be= Nabſent only by reaſon of ficknes, 
and defired to be partakers of 

5 = : _- _ 
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that bleſſed communion , were 
to be reputed as preſent. Laſtly, 
115 objected, that it was the 
manner of men and women 11 
former times ® to carry part of 
che Sacrament home to. their 
houſes, and to reſerve it till the 
time of neceſſity , as the time of 
ficknefle,and ſuch like. Az/ Thc 
reſervation of the Sacrament 
was but a ſuperſtitious practice, 
chough 1t be ancient. For our of 
the adminiſtrati, that 1s,betore 
1t begin,andatter it 1s ended,the 
Sacrament cealſetl.to be a Sacra- 
ment, & the: elements to be elc- 
ments. As for the practice of the 
that uſed to cram the Euchariſt 


* 11to the mouthes of them that 


were difeafed,it 1s not onely ſu- 
perſtitious,bur alſo very ablurd, 
As for the annoyling of the 
ficke , that1s, the anointing. of 
the body, ſpecially the orgaues 
or 


Wa 
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Ut 


bf 
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-hat 
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ard, 


the 
x of 
2110S 

or 


vr anftrumenrs of the ſenſes, that 
the party may obtain the remiſ= 
ton of his finnes, and comfort a- 
2a1n(t all che temptations of the 
livelt 1n the houre of death, and 
freng.h more calily tobeare the 
pines of ficknes, and the pangs 
2 cath, and be againe rettored 
his corporall health, 1f it be 
expedient tor the ſalvation of his 
ile; 1t 1s but a dotage of mans 
wraine, and hath not ſo much as 
: ſhew of reafon to juſtifie 1t. 
The fitt of [zmes 15 commonly 
alledged.o this purpoſe, but the 
avolnting there mentioned 15 
not of the ſame kinde with this 
reafte ſacrament of the Papitts, 
tor that anointing of the body 
vs a Ceremony uſed by the A» 
oftles and others, when they 
2t in praCtiſe the miraculous 
aft of healing, w*Þ gift is now 
taſed, Secondly ,that anointing 
yk we 
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had a promiſe that the partic 
anointed ſhould recover his 
health : but this Popiſh anoin- 
ting hath no ſuch promiſe; be- 
cauſc for the mott part the per- 
ſons thus anointed dye atter- 
ward without recovery: where- 
as thoſe which were anointed in 
the Primitive Church alwayes 
recovered. Thirdly, the ancient 
anointing ſerved onely for the 
procuring of health, bur this 
tends farther to the procuring 
ofremiMon of fins, and ftrengtl 
iwtempcation. Thxs having ſeen 
the doctrin2 of the Papilts, 1 
come now to ſpeake of the true 
& right maner. of making part: 
** cular preparation before death, 
which containes three ſorts of 
duties : one concerning God 
the other concerning a mats 
owne ſelfe,the third concernin? 
our neighbour. The firſt concer 
ning God,isto fcelto be recor 


- 


rtic 
his 
10s 
be- 
PCr- 
ters 
eres 
d 1n 
ayes 
1ent 
* the 
this 
r11g 
1gtl 
{een 
"Re 
> true 
jart!- 
eath, 
'ts Ol 


God 


mair 
ran? 


net 
ECOL 


of dying well. 95 

ciled unto him in Chrift,though 
we have bin, long aſlured of his 
favour. All other dutics mult 
come after 1n the ſecond place, 
& they are of no eFe& without 
this. Now this recociliat1o muſt 
be ſought for, and 1s obtained by 
a renuing of our former faith & 
repentance : and they muſt be 
renued 1n this manner. So ſoone 
asa man ſhall teele any maner of 
hicknes to fſeaſe upon his body, 
he muſt contfider with himſelte 
whece it ariſ{eth: & after ſerious 
conſideration, he ſhall find that 
it comes not by chance or for» 
tune, but by the providence of 
God. This done,he muſt goe yet 
further, & colder for what cauſe 
the Lord ſhould afflict his body 

with any ſicknes er diſcaſe. And 

1e ſhall find by Gods word,that 

Icknefle comes ordinarily and 

1ſually of finne. #herefore 75 the 

& 2 he 
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troing man ſorrowfull ? man ſuffe- 
ved for his finze. It 15 true indeed, 
there be other cauſes of the wits 
of the body & of {icknes, betide 
flinne : and though they be not 
knowne to us, yet they are 
knowne to the Lord. Hereupon 
Chriſt when hee ſaw a certaine 
blind man, and was demanded 
$127 what was the cauſe of the blind- 
FE toh.g.z, nefle:anſwered, Neither hath this 
We (1.1 man ſinned nor his parents, but that 
the works of God ſhould be ſhewell 
on him. Yet wee for our parts, 
who are not to goe by the vom 
but by the revealed wil of God, 
muſt make this uſe of our ſick- 
nefſe, that it 1s ſeat tous for our 
{ſinnes. When Chriſt healed the 
man ſicke of the pallie, he ſaith, 
[84 | | Be of good comfort , thy ſinnes are 


; 


| "Mat.g. 2+forgiventhee : and when he had 


healed the man by the my of 
Ic 


Betheſda, that had bin ſicke 38. 


yeeres 


 ſickneſſe, Firit,we muſt make a 


of aymg well, 97 
yeers, he bids him ſz: 29 more leſt tol,s.14.þ 
a worſe thing happen unto him: g1t- 17 
ving them both to underitand 
that their ſickneſſe came by rea= 
fon of their ſins. And thus hould 
every lick man reſolve himſelte. 
Now when we have proceeded 
thus far,& have it as 1t werelaid 
our finger upon'the right and 
proper cauſe of -our ſickneſke, 
three things concerning ourſins 
muſt be performed of us mn | 


new examinauon of our hearts 
& lives, and fay as the Iſracltes 
ſaid in affliction, Let #s ſearch 
and try our waies, and turne againe 
rothe Lord, Secondly, we muſt 
make a new confeſl.on to God 
of our new and particular fins, 
as God ſends new corretions 14 
and chattiſement. When David Pſa 31. 5Þ 
had the hand of God very heavy | 
upon him for his-ſinnes,, as us | 
| E 4 very 


| 


' 
' 
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very bones and moyſture conſu- 
med within him, he made con- 
feſſion of them unto God, and 
thereupon obtained Is pardon 
and was healed. The'third thing 
1s to make new prater, and more 
earneſt then ever before , with 
fighes & groanes of the ſpirit & 
that for pardon of the ſami fins 
& for reconciliation” with God 
in Chriſt. In the exerciſe of theſe 
3.' duties ſtands the renovation 
of our fz1th &repentance,wher- 
by they are increaſed, quickned 
and'revivei. And the more fick- 
nefle prevailes and takes place in 
the body, the more ſhould we be 
carefull to put them 1n ure : that 
ſpirituall life might increaſe as 
remporall life 1s Jecaied.W hen 
King Ezechias lay ficke, as he 
thought upon his death-bed , he 
wept as for ſome other cauſes 
{oalfo for his finnes,and wathall 

he 
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12 prayed God to caft them be- 
hind his back. David made cer- 
taine Pſalmes when he yas ſick, 
er atthe leaſt upon the occaſion 
of his ſickneſſe, as namely;the 6. 
the 32. the 38. the 39. &c. and 
tney are allPlalmes of repEtance 
in which we may ſee how ind1- 
Rrefle of the body and minde he 
renewed his faith-& repentance 
heartily 'bewailling his fins and 
intreating the Lord for the par- 
| don of them. CAlanaſſes, one 
that fell from God, and gave 


himſelfe to many horrible lins, 


1 ELSE OY, 
> Iwhenhe was. taken captive and 
. impriſoned 1n Babylon, Hee 
F rayed to the Lord his God, an4 1Chr.z3, 
\ mnbled himſelfe' greatly before **>13+ 
- re God of his fathers , and pray- 
s i r1nto him : and God was intrea- 
edof him, and heard his prayer, 


ni brounht him anaine to Te= 

P O . ' 
walem wto his kingdoms , and 
; the; 
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then ianaſks kacw that the Lovd 
was God. Now looke what CAi- 
aſſes did . in this tribulation, 
the ſame thing mult we doe 1n 
the time of our bodily ficke- 
neſſe. bh 

Here I haye occaſion to men- 
tion a notorious fault that 1s ve- 


ry commonin this.age, evena- þþ + 
mong ſuchas have long lived in fſ | 
the bofome of the Church; and || © 
chat is this : men now adaies are þ © 


{s farre from renuing their faich 
and repentance, that whenthey ; 
lye licke and drawing toward 1 
death, they mult be Catechiſed 
12 the. doGtrine of faith and re-] - 
pentance, as if they had beene 
but- of lare- received. into tit: 
Church, W hoſoever w1ll,bur as 
occation 1s offred, vilit the lick: 
{hall fnde this to be true whuc!: 
Ifay. What aſhame isthis,tha 

Wh6 a man hath ſpent his life 6 
daic 
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Caics in the Church for the ſpace 
of 20, Or ZO. or 4O, yeeres, hee 
ſhould atthe very end of all and 


n . b 
: | 20t before, begin to enquire 
wn what faith and what repentance 
| 1s, and how lus ſoule might be 
in. | {aved ? This one fin argues the 
'e. | great ſecurity of this age, & the 
great contempt of God and his 
} a= : 
p word. Well,let all men hereaf- 
ter in time to come, be warned 
und | EY ' 
are | ©0 take heed of. this exceeding 
5} | "<gligence in matters of falva- | 
hey tion, and to uſe all good meanes nv 


before-hand , that they may be 
Cl able 1n ſicknefle and in the time | 
"| of dearh to put in praQtiſe the | 
ſpirituall exerciſes of inyocatt- "= 
on and repentance. | 

Now if fo be. it fall outthar 
the licke partie cannot of him= 
Wiclfe renew his owne faith and 
DYricpentance, he mult feeke the 
icIpe of others, When the man 
that 
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that was ſicke of tne dead palhie 
could not go to Chriſt hzmſelfe, 
he got others to beare-him 1n his 
bed; and when they could not 
come neere for the multitude, 
they uncovered the roofe of the 
houſe, and let the bed down be- 
fore Chriſt : even ſo, when ficke 
mencannot alone by themſelves 
doe the good duties to which 
they are bound , they mult bor- 
row helpe from their fellow 
members : who are partly by 
their counſell to put to their 
helping hand, and partly by 
their prayers to preſent them 
unto God, and to bring them 
into the preſence of Chrilt. 
And touching helpe 1n this 
caſe, lundry duties are to be per- 
formed. Saint Tames (ets downe 
foure, two whereof concerne 
the licke patient, and other two 
ſuch as be helpers. The firit duty 


of 
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of the ficke manis to ſend fcr 


helpe: where two circumſtances 
mult be conſidered ; who muſt 
be ſent for, and when, Forthe 
firſt, S. Zames faith, Is any ſicke a» 
mong you , tet himcall for the Els 
ders ofthe Church. Whereby are 
meant not only Apoftles,and all 
Miniſters of the Goſpell, but o- 
thers alſo (asI take it) which 
were men ancient for yeeres,ene 
dued- with the ſpirit of under- 
ſtanding and prayer , and had 
withall che gift of working m1- 
racles, and of healing thelicke. 
For in the Primitive Church 
this gift was for a time ſo pleti= 
fully beſtow'd on the that belee- 
ved in Chriſt,that ſouldiers caſt 
out divels,and parents wrought 
miracles on their childre, Hence 
we may learne, that howſoever 
it be the duties of tlie Miniſters 
of the Word, principally to vi- 
fs 
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ſit and comfort the ficke , yet is 
1tnot their duty alone: for 1t be- 
longs to them alſo which have 
knowledge of Gods Word, and 
the gift of prayer, Exhort one ax- 
other (ſaith the holy Ghoſt) 
while it is called to day. And a- 
| 1 Theſſ'5, gaine, e-Aamenſh them; that are 
1}. 211,14. diſordered, and comfort thoſe that 

1 j are weake, And indeed 6 equity 
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W103) it ſhould be the duty of every 
” BY Chriſtian man; to comfort his 
| 500) > . . . | 
| | j | brother in ſickenefle, Here we 
14.28 mult needs take knowledge of 
. [ lt che common fault of men and 
ÞL6E women when they come to vi- 
ſit their neighbours and friends, 
[i they cannot ſpeake a word of 
THT inſtruction and comfort, but 
EI} {pend thetime either in ſilence, 
S'I1%k gazing, and looking on; or 1n 
ke? uttering words to little or no 
[2 | purpoſe, ſaying to the ficke par- 
| h ty, that they are ſorry to ſee him 
if in 
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in that caſe,that they wold have 
him to be of. good comfort, but 
wherein, and by what meanes 
they cannot tell:rhat they doubt 
not but that” he ſhall recover his 
health and live with them {t11], 
and be merry as in former time: 
that they. will pray for him: 
whereas all their prayers are 
nothing elſe but the Apoltles 
Creede, or the ten Comman- 
dements, andthe Lords prayer 
uttered without underttanding. 
And this is-tie common coma 
tort that ſicke men get at the 
hands of their neighbours, when 


- they come unto them: and all 


this comes either becauſe men 
live1n ignorance of Gods word 
or becauſe they falſely thinke 
that the whole burthen of this 
duty lies upon tae ſhoulders of 
the. Miniſter. x 

The fecond*circumitance 1s, 
when 
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whenthe ſicke partie muſt ſend 
for the Elders to mftruct him 
and pray for him. And that 1s 1n 
the very firſt place of all before 
any other helpe bee ſought for, 
VWhere the Divineends , there 
the Phyſician mult begin: and 1t 
1s a very prepoſterous courle 
that the Divine ſhould there be- 
g1n where the Pyhſician makes 
an end. Fortill helpe be had for 
the ſoule, and finne which 1s the 
root of lickneſle be cured, phy 
licke for the body 1s nothrng, 
Therefore it 1s a thing much t6 
be difliked, that 1n all places al- 


moſt the Phyſician 1s firſt ſent 


for and comes 1n the beginning 
of the licknetle, and the Miinitter 
comes when a man 1s half dead, 
and 15 then-fent for oftentimes 
when the ſicke party lyes draw- 
ing on ard gaſping tor breath, 
as though Mmltters of the Gol- 
pell 
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{pell in theſe dayes were able to 
worke miracles. 

" Theſecond duty of the ficke 
partie 15 ts confeſle his finnes, as 
S. James ſaith , .Confeſſe your ſins 
one to another, ana pray one for an- 
other. It wull be ſaid; that this 1s 
tobring 10.againe Popiſh {hrife, 

Anſ. Conteſſion of our ſinnes, 

ind that unto men , was never 
dented of any : rhe queſtion ON= 
ly 1s of the manner and order of 
making Confeſſion. And for 
11s cauſe. we muſt pur a;great 

ifference . betweene / \Popiſh 
ritt, and. the confeſſion. of 
vhich S. James ſpeaketh. For 
eerequires onely a confeſſion 
ff that or thoſe fins which lye 
pon..a mans conſcience when 
tis ficke : but the Pop1ſh doe 
r1n requireth a particular enu- 
heration of all a mans fins. A- 
uine,S. James injoynes confellis 
onely 
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'onely as thing meet & Conve- 
ntent, but the Papitts as a thing 
neceflary to the remiſſion of 
' finnes. Thirdly,S. James permits 
that conteſſion be made to any 
man, and by one man to another 
mutually,whereas Popiſh ſhritt 
1s made only to the Prieft. The 
{ſecond duty then'1s, that the f1ck 
partie troubled in minde,with 
the memory and conſideration 
of any of his ſinnes paſt, or any JP" 
mauner of way tempted by the 
divell, ſhall freely of his owne 
accord: open is caſe to ſuchas 
are both able and willing” to 
helpe hum , that he may receive 
cornfort and die inpeace of con-f 
{crence. | | 

Thus much of the ficke mans 
duty : now follow the duties of 
helpers. The firſt 1s 70 pry over 
him , that 1s, 1n his preſence to 


pray witlthim and for him, and 
x by 


\ of aying well, 109 
by prayer to preſent lus very 
erion and hts whole eſtate un- 
ro God, The Prophet Z!ize- 
»,the Apoftle Pax, and our Sa- 
viour Chriſt uſed this manner 
of praying , when they. would 
miraculouſly reſtore temporall 
life:and thereforet 1s very meet 
that the ſame ſhould be uſed al- 
lo of us, that we might the bet- 
ter ſtirre up our affection 'in 


the-hcke when we are about to 
ntreat the Lord for the remif- 
hon of their finnes, and for the 
lalvation of their ſoules. 

The ſecond dutie of him that 
comes as an helper , 15 to anoint 
ie ickeparty with oyle, Now 
\ans $15 anointing was an outward 
» offf*1emony which was uſed with 
he gift of healing , which is 
dw ceaſed : and therefore I 

mit to ſpeake further of it. 
-- ——_— 


prayer, and our compaſſion to' 
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Thus much of the duty which 
the ſick man owes to God; now 
follow the duties which he 1s to 
performe unto himſelfe, and 
they are twofold: one concernes 
his ſoule, the other his body, 
The duty concerning his ſoule 
15,that he muſt arme and furniſh 
himſelf againſt the ummoderate 
feare of preſent death. And the 
reaſon hereof 1s plaine : becauſe 
howſoever naturalt men feare 
death through the whole courſe 
of their lives more or lefle , yet 
in the time of ſickneſle when 
death approacheth, thus naturall 
teare bred 1nthe bone will moſt 
of all ſhewit ſelfe, evenin ſuch 
{ort,as it will aſtotwuſhche ſenſes 
of the ficke partiez and ſome- 
time cauſe deſperation, There- 
tore 1t1s neceſlaty that weſhold 
uſe meanes to ſtrengthen our 


{elves againſt the feare of death, 
The 
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The meanes are of two ſorts: 
practices,and meditations ; Pra- 
ctices are two eſp:cially, The 
firſt is, that the ficke man. mult 
not ſo much regard death it1elf, 
25 the benefits of God whuch 
are obtained after death. He 
muſt not hxe h1s minde upon 
the conſiderations of th? pangs 
21d torments of death ; but ail 
his thoughts and affetions 
mult be ſet upon that bleſſed e- 
tatethat 15 eajoyed atter death, 
Hee that 1s to paſle over ſome 
great and deep? river , mult not 
looke downward to the ftreame 
of the water z but if he would 
prevent feare, hee: muſt ſet his 
toot ſure, and caſt his eye to the 
banke on the further file: and 
{o mult hee that drawes neere 
death, as 1t were, looke over the 
waves of death,and direCtly fixe 
the eye of his faith upon a 
na 
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nall life. The ſecond praGtice 1s 
to looke upon death in the 
glaſk of the Goſpell, and not 113 
the glaſſe of the Law:that 1s,vwe 
mult contider death not. as 1t 1s 


propounded 1n the Law ,. and, 


looke upon that terrible face 
which the Iaw givetl: unto it 
but as it 15 ſer fortly im the Got- 
pel, Death inthe Lavy is a carte 


and the downefall ro-the pit of 


deftruction; in the- Gofyel it 1s 


the entrance into Heaven : the 


law ſets forthdeath as death, the 


: __ ſets foortlt death as no- 


death,bur as a ([ſeepe onely : be- 
cauſe ut ſpeakes of death as 1t1s 


altered and changedby the death 


of Chritt ; by the vertue where- 
of death is properly no death to 
the ſervants of God, When men 
ſhall have care on this manner 
to conſider of death, 1t will be a 
notable meanes to Re 
al 
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and ſtabliſh them again all ime 
moderate feares and terrours 
chat uſyally riſe in ſieknefſe. 
The meditations whicli ſerve 
for this purpoſe are wnumera- 
ble, but 1 w:Il touch onely thoſe 
which are the mot principal), 
and the grounds of the reſt : and 
they are foure 1s number. The 
frft is horrowed from the ſpe- 
ciall providence of God ;,name+ 
ly, thatchedeath of every man, 
mucly more ef every. childe of 
God,is not onel y fore-ſ{cene,but 
alſo fore-appointed of.God ; yea 
the deagh of every man defer- 
ved and procured by his finnes, 
5 141d upon lum by God, who 
In that reſpect may be ſaid tobe 
the cauſe of every mans death ; 


v0 faith Anna , The Lord killeth-3.Sam. 3. a 
td maketh alive, The Church 6 | 
if Hieruſalem- confeſſed , that. 


tothing came to paſſe in the 
x acath 
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* hidfrom thee , though I'was mail 
ina ſecret place, and faſmonedbes 


. death of Chriſt, but that which 
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the foreknowledge'and eternal 
counſell of God had appointed, 
Andctheretore the death alſo of 
every memiber of Chrilt is fore. 
ſeene and ordained by the fpc- 
cialt decree and: providence of 
God.TI adde further, that the.ve- 
ry circumſtances of death, as the 
time when, the place where, thz 
manner how, the beginning of 
ficknes, the continuanc: and the 
end,every fit in the ſicknefke, and 
the pangs of death are particu- 
larly fet downe mm the counſel 
of God. The very hairest of our 
head are numbred({aithour Sa- 
viour Chriſt) anda ſparrow lights 
not oa the ground without the will 
of our heavenly Father, David 
faith excellEtly; ſy bones are nt 


neathin the earth-: thinie eyes 4idfpin't, 


ſee 


. of along well. ns: 
ſee merwhen 1, 3vas. methout forrhes, 
all for 17 hy beok were all things wret- 
al ten, hich in continugace were. fax 
of ſpioned » when. there Was wore of 


re. i 147 before. Apd he; prong th ned pp, ce. Þþ 7 


1c- I to: put; b15, teares rao; ns vattle,. 
of | Now at .this be erue, chat God 
re. ſ bath bottels tor the' very teares 
lie of hs {exvants, much more hath 
tle | be botcels, tor ghew load, and 
of | much moredorh he; reſpet-and 
the regard their paines and miſeries. 
nd with al cheir crreumances of 
cu- hckneſk and death.The caretull 
11] inediration. of this one point is. 
ora notable.meances)to-arme us a> 
gainſt feare and diftruft,andim- 
;Fpatience inthe time of deathz;as. | 
roman "F) ah this caſe will \v.1Þ 
afily-manite,. I beld my rongut 1S 
nd/adnothac, faith Dabid.out Pla,;5.0 i 

what was it that cauſed this pay ; 

tience 11 hium2the cauſe follows. = 1 


44 thele words:becea/t. Lordthow 
| —_ 


\. Gcn, 42, 


Pſal.116& 


T3. 


Rev.14-13 which 1s, Bleſſed are they that a) 
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diddeſt ir. And Toſeph faith to his 
brethren: Feare not, for it was the 
Lord that ſent mee before you. 
Marke here how Joſeph 1s afmed 
againſt impatience, and griefe, 
and diſcontentment:by the very 
conſideration of Gods prov1- 
dence: andſo in the ſame maner 
ſhall we be confirmed againſt al 
feares & ſorrowes,and fay with 
David; precious in the fight of the 
Lords the death of his Saints : \f 
this perſwaſion bee once ſetledfſ n 
1n our hearts, that all things in 
{icknes and death come to paſk 
unto us by Gods providence, 
who turneth all things to the 
good of them that love him, 
The fecond meditation 1s toff is 
be borrowed from the excellent 
promiſe that God hath madeto 
the death of the righteous: 
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in the Lord for they reſt fromthei 
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labours and thei4 workes follow 
them. The. author of truth that 
cannot lie hath ſpoken 1t. Now 
then let a man but throughly 
conſider this, that death joyned 
with a reformed life hath a pro- 
miſe of. bleſſednes adjoyned un- 
to1t, and 1talone will be a ſui- 
cient meanes to ſtay the rage of 
our affetions,and all inordinate 
feare of death : and the rather if 
we marke wherein this bleſſed- 
neſſe conſiſts. In death we are 
indeed thruſt out of our old 
dwelling places, namely. theſe 
houſes of clay & earthly taber- 
nacles of our bodies, wherin we 
have made long abode: butwhat 
is the end? ſurelyrhat living and 


dying 11 Chrift, we might have _ ag | 
building given of God,that 1s, 
an hoaſe not made with hands, 
but eternall in Heaven, which 1s 
uaſpeakable and immortal glo- 
= 0 
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ry. If apoore man ſhould bee 


commanded by a Prince toput 
off his torne and beggerly gar- 
ment, and 1n ſtead thereof to 
put on royall and coſtly robes,it 
would be a great rejoycing to 
his heart : oh then whatyoytull 
newes muſt this be untoall re- 
pentant and forrowfull ſinners, 
when the King of heaven and 
earth comes unto them by death, 
and bids them lay downe their 
bodies as ragged and patched 
rue and prepare them. 

elves to put on the princelyF 
Robe of immortalitie 2? No 
tongue-can be able to expreſk} 
the excellency of this moſt; 
. bleſſed and happy eſtate. 

The third meditation 1s bor- 
rowed from the eſtate of all 
them that are in Chriſt, whether 
living or dying. He that dyeth ſc 
beleeving 1n > Chriſ drake; not} 

forth 
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xc El forth of Chritt, but in him ; ha. 
util ving both his body and ſoule 
ar- really coupled to Chriſt accor- 
toll ding to the tenour of the cove. 
S,IL nant of grace:.and though after 
toll death body and ſoule be ſevered 
ull one from another, yer neither of 
re-WW them are ſevered or diſioyned 
ers, fl from Chriſt. The conjunction 
ind which is once begun in this life 
ath, remaines eternally. And there- 
ieirſſ fore, though the Gale goe from 
hed] the body,& the body it ſelfe rot 
em-Iſ in the grave,yet both are {t1]] in 
ely} Chriſt, both in the covenant, 
Noſf both in the favor of God as be- 
eſſe fore death, & both ſhal again be 
not ,oin'd together;the body by ver- 
rue of the former conjunction 
bor-ſ]being raiſed toeternall life. In- 
- allfdeed 1f this union with Chriſt 
ther were diflolved as the cofunRion 
yeth ſc body & ſoule 1s, it might be 
.not Bome matter of diſcomfortand 
orth F 3 teare, 
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feare,but the foundation & ſub- 
ſtance of our myſticall conjun- 
16 with Chritt both 1n reſpect 
of our bodies & ſoules endured 
for ever, mult needs be matter 
of exceeding joy and comtorrt. 
The 4.meditation 15,that God 
hath promiſed his ſpeciall bleſ- 
ſings and comfortable preſence 
unto his ſervants when they are 
ficke or dying , or any way dl- 
ftrefled. When thou paſſeſt tho- 
row the waters, 1 will bee with 
thee (faith the Lord) ava through 
the floods that they doe not ovr- 
flow thee : when thou walkeſt tho- 
row the very fire , thou ſhalt 10: 
be burnt , neither ſhall the flame 
kindle upon thee. Now the Lord 
doth maniteft his preſence three 
waies:the firſt 1s by moderating 
and leſſening the paines & tor- 
ments of ſicknes & death, as the 
yery words of the former pro- 


miſe 
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miſe doe plainly import. Hence 
= | it comes to paſſe, that to many 
t | menthe ſorrowes and pangs of 
d | death, are nothing ſo grievous 
r | andtroubleſome, as the afflicti-- 
t. | ons and croſſes that are layd on 
d | theman the courſe of their lives. 
{- | The ſecond way of Gods pre- 
ce Þf {cce is by aninward & unſpeak- 
re Þ} able comfort of the Spirit, as $. 


1- | Pant ſaith, Fe rejoyce in tribula- Rev.5.36 


20 Þf tion, knowing that tribulation doth 
ith bring fooerth patience, &c. but 
0h | why is this rejoycing ? Becauſe 
«r= I (faith hee in the next words) 
ho= the love of God is ſhed abroad in 
20: Rour hearts by the H.Ghoft. Again, 
ae Paul having in ſome grievous 
licknes received tie ſentence of 
death, ſaith to himſelfe, that as 


n him,ſo his coſolation did abound 
through Chriſt.Here then we ſee 
when earthly comforts do faile 

F 4 the 


the ſufferings of ( briſt did abound —. 
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the Lordhimfelfe drawes neere 
the bed of the lick, as 1t were v1- 
ſiting themin his own perſon, & 
minikring anto the refrething 
tor their ſoules :. with hrs right 
hand he holds up their heads, and 
with his left hand hee imbraceth 
them.The third meanes of Gods 
preſence 1s the minitterie of his 
good Angels, whom the Lord 
hath appointed as keepers and 
nources unto his ſervants, to 


— 


hold them up and to beare them | ; 
in their armes as nources doe f 
young-children, and to bee asaf| , 
guard unto them againit the di-f , 
vell and his angels. AndallthiJ , 
1s verified, ſpecially 1n fickneſſ: | ,, 
at which timethe holy Angels] ,, 
are not onely preſent with Fich ” 
as feare God, but ready alſotoff (; 
receive and tocarry their ſoules] 1; 
1nto heaven, as appeares by the |; 
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example of Lazarus, 
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And thus much for the firlt du- 
tie which a ficke man 15 to per- 
forme unto himlſelf,namely,that 
hee maſt by all-meanes poſſible 
arme and ftrengchen himlelfe, 
againſt the feare of death : now 
follows the fecond duty which 
15 concerning the body :and that 
1s, that all (tcke pzrtons muſt be 
careful{'to preſerve health & life 
till God doe wholly take 1t as». 
way. For Paw! (aith, None of us 
liverh to himfelf-:neither doth any 
aye to himſelfe : for whether wee 
live ,yve live wnto the Lord: or whe 
ther we die, we dre wonto the Lord : 
whether we live therfore or aye we 
re the Lords. For this caule we 
may not do with our lives as we 
will, bur wee mult referve the 
whole diſpofition thereof unto 
God, for whoſe glory we are to 
hve aud die. And this temporall 
life 19 & moſt precious lewel, & 
a5 the common ſaying 1s, life 1s 
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very {weet, becauſe it 1s given to 
man forthis end, that he might 
have ſome ſpace of time,wherin 
hee might uſe all good meanes 
to attaine unto life everlattng, 
Life 1s not beſtowed on us, that 
we {huld ſpend our dates 1n our 
lafts and vaine pleaſures , but 
that we might have libertie to 
come out of the kingdome of 
darkneſle into the kingdome of 
grace, and from the bondage of 
fin into the glorious libertie of 
the ſons of God : and 1n thus re- 
{pe&t ſpeciall care muſt bee had 
of preſervation of life, till God 
doe call us hence. 

In the preſervation of life two 
things mult be conlidered : the 
meanes, and the right uſe of the 
meanes. The meanes 1s , good 
and wholeſome phyficke: which 
thoughit be deſpiſed of many as 
a thing unprofitable & needles, 


ye. 
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yet muſt it be efteemed as an or- 
dinance and blefling of God. 
This appeares becauſe the Spirit 
of God hath given approbation, 
unto 1t1n the Scriptures. When 
It wasthe good pleaſure of God 
to reſtore lite anto King Ezechi- King 
4s, a lumpe of dry hgs by the. 20.7 þ 
Prophets appointment was laid 
to his boyle, and he was healed. 
Indeed this cure was in ſome 
ſort miraculous, becauſe he was. 
made whole 1n the ſpace of 2. or. 
3.daies, and the third day he went 
#p to the tewple:yet the bunch'of 
bgs was a naturall or ordinary 


the binding up,and for the pou- a 
ring in of wine and olle into the. 
wounds of the man. that lay 
wounded beryeene Ierufalem 


and 
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; || 9/212 de and Tericho. Now this dealing 
Fn Phil, of his was a right practiſe of 
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Phylicke: for the wine ſerved to 
cleanſe the wound and to eaſe 
the paine within : and ople ſer- 
ved to ſupple the fleſh and to 
aflwage the paine withoat. Arid 
che Prophet E/ay ſeems to com- 
mend this phyſicke , when hee 
faith, From the ſole of the foot 
there is nothing whol: therein, but 
wornas and ſwellings, & ſores full 
of corruption: they have not beene 
wrapp:d nor bound up, and mollifi- 
ed with oyle. And whereas God 
did not command circumciſion 
of children before the eightday, 
hz followed a rule of Phyſicke 
obſerved in all ages,that the life 
of the child is very uncerten till 
che firſt ſeven dayes be expired, 
as we may ſee by the example 
of the child which David had by 
Bathſeba, which dyed the 7. 
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day. And upon the very ſame Ariſt. de ' 
ground, heathen men uſed not tift.ani 1, | 
to name their cluldren before 7*©P- 7 


the eight day. Thus then it 1s 
maniteft that the uſe of phyſick 
is lawfull and commendable. 
Furthermore,that phylick may 
be well applyed to the maitne- 
nanze of health, ſpeciall care 
malt be had to make choice of 
luch Paylicians as are knovne 
to be well learned, and men of 
exp2rience,as alſo of good con- 
{cience and goodreligion, For 
a5 1n other calliags,ſointhis al- 
ſo,there be ſundry abuſes which 
may endanger the lives and the 
health of men. Some venter up- 
011 the bare inſpection of the u- 
tine, withour further direction 
or knowlede of the eſtate of the 
lick, to preſcribe and miniſter, 
5 ſhal ſeem beſt unto them. Bur 
the learned 1a this faculty plain- 
ly 
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ly avouch,that this kind of hea» 
ling tends rather to kill thento 
cure; and that ſundry men are 


& Laa 1. 2, indeed killed therby. For judge- 


ep.41. 


ment by the urine 1s moſt de- 
ceitfull:the water of him that 1s 
licke of a peſtilent feaver even 
unto death, lookes for ſubſtance 
and cokour as the water of a 
whole man: and ſo doth the wa- 
ter of them that are- ficke of a 
quartane or of any other 1nter- 
mitting feaver; ſpecially if they 
have aled a good dyet from the 
beginning : as alſo of them that 
have the plurifie, or the inflam- 
mation of the lungs,ortheSqui- 
nancy , oftentimes when they 
are neere death. Now then con- 
fidering the waters of ſuch as 
are at the point of death, ap- 
peare as the urines of whole and 
{ound mer one aud the ſame u- 
cine may fore-fignifie _y 
Al 
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and death, and be a figne of di- 
vers,nay of contrary diſeaſes. A 
thinne crude, and pale ure in 
them that be 1n health, is a figne 
of want of digeftion;but inſuch 
as are ficke of a tharpe or burn- 
ing ague,it betokens the frentie, 
and 1s a certaine fſigne of death. 
Againe, others there be that doe 
think ita fmall mater to mak? 
experunents of their devil. d 
medicines upon the bodies of 
their patients, ſo that the health 
which they hoped for, is eicher 
hindred, or elſe much. decayed. 
Thirdly, there bee others which 
miniſter no phylick at any time 
or uſe phlebotomy without.the 
direCtion of judiciall Aftrolo- 
gie:but if they ſhall follow this 
courſe alwaies, they mult needs 
kill many a.man. Pur the caſe 
that a man full-bodied 1s taken 
with a plurifie, the Moone be- 


ing 
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wg in Leo, what muſt bedone. 

v he learned in this Art1ay, hee 

muſt preſently bee let bloud : 

but by Aſtrologie a ſtay muſt be 

made, tall the Moone be remoo- 

ved from Leoto the houſe of the 

Sun: but by that time the 1m- 

poſtume wil be ſo much 1ncrea- 

{ed by the gathering togetherof 

the humours, that 1t can neither 

be diffolved nor ripened : and 

"* by this meanes the licke partie 

wanting helpe in time, ſhal dye 

either by inflamarion , or by 

Ti the conſumption of the lungs, 

WOT 7-172, Againe, whena man 1s licke of 
f Fi TL.»+55 , . . 

Wl 11 ep.35.Sce © Squinancie, or of the feaver 

IF 1! Ganiver. called Synachm,the Moone then 

j J1/ called A- being in malignat aſpetts with 

| 10 1 Peus any of the infortunate planets 

3/\KY .- —ooggf (as Aſtrologers uſe to ſpeake) if 

lettingof blood be deferred til! 

the Moone bee. freed from the 

toreſaid aſpets, the-partte dies 


Jn 
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mthe meane ſeaſon, Therefore 
4: | <bey are far wide that miniſter 
be | purgarions and let bloud no 0-, 
therwate they they are counſel- 
the || led by the. conſtitution of the, 
ftarres, whereas 1t 18 a. farre bet« 
ea. | tr courſe to confider the mat- 
ter of the diſeaſe, with the dif 
her || poſition and ripening of it; as 
ind || alſo the courſes and 1ymtomes 
rtie | and criſes thereof. Thus being 
dye {o,there 1s good cauſe that ficke 

men {hould as well bee carefull 
to make chore of meete Phyij- 
- of | c1ansto whom they might com- 
'ver | mend the care of their health, as 
hen || they are carefull to make choiſe 
yith | of Lawyers for their worldly 
acts | fuites, and Divines for caſes of 
e) if þ| conſcience. 


Tall Furthermore; all men muſt 
the || heere bee warned to take heede 
dies || chat they uſemnt ſuch meanes as 


have no warrant, Of this kinde 
are 
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are all charmes or ſpels, of what 
words ſoever they confilt : cha- 
racers and figures either in pa- 
per, wood, or waxe:all amulets 
and ligatures;; which ſerve to 
hang about the necke, or other 
parts ofthe body , except they 
be grounded upon ſome good 


[# ©2-.6 & naturall reaſon:as white peony 


To.dclim: 
- hung aboutthe necke, 1s good 
_ againtt the falling Gckneflecand 
woolte dung tied to the body,is 

good againſt the chollicke, not 

by any inchantment, vat by in- 

ward vertue. Otherwiſe they 

areall vaine and ſuperſtitious : 

becauſe neither by creation, nor 

by any decree of Gods W ord, 

have they any power to cure a 

bodily diſeaſe. For .words can 

doe no more but {1gnifie, and 

figures can doe no more but re- 

| preſent. And yer nevertheleſlc 

theſe unlawfull and abſurde 


meanes 
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meanes are more uſed & ſought 
i=» || for of common people, then 
z- | good Phyſicke. Bur it ſtands all 
ts | men greatly in hand, inno wiſe 
-o | to ſeeke forth to inchanters, and 
er | forcerers, which indeed are but 
y | witches and wizzards , though 
»d | they are commonly called cun- 
ay | 2ingor wiſe men and women. 
od | It were better for a man to die 
ad | of his ſickneſle, then to ſeeke re- 
iis || covery by ſuch wicked perſons. 


or | For if any tne after ſachs evan; Wl 


n- | worke with ſpirits, and after ſooth- 
ey | ayers, to goe an whocring after 
is: | them, the Lord will ſet his face a= 
or || gainſt them, andcut them off from 
rd, || «07g his people, When Aha- 
ea £4 wasficke, he ſent to Baal- 
-an |:z:##b the god of Ekyon to 
nd [| know whether he ſhould reco- 
re- [Iveror no: as the meflengers 
were going , the Prophet Elias 
met them, and ſaid, Goe andre» 
turne 
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rurne tothe King which ſent you, 
md ſay unto him, Thus ſaith tha 
Lord, 1s it not becauſe there ts uo 
Godiy Iſrael, that thou ſendeſt ty 
mquire of Baalzebub the god of 
Ekron ? therefore thou ſhalt not 
come aowne from thy bed on which 
thaw art gone up, but ſhalt dye the 
death, 1 heretore fuch kinde of 
helpe 1s ſo farre from curing a- 
ny paine or ſickeneffe, that it ra- 
ther doubleth them and faſte- 
neth them upon us 
Thus much of the meanes of 
health:now followes the maner 
ef uſing the meanes; concer- 
ning which, three rules muſt be 
followed. Firſt of all, he that 1s 
to take Phyticke,muſt not onely 
prepare his body , as Phyficians 
doe preſcribe ; but he muſt alſo 
po his ſoule by: humbling 
im(ſelf under the hand ot God 
i his fickeneſle for his ſinnes, F: 
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and make earnc{t praier to God 


tor the pardon of them beferc 
any medicine come 1a his body. 
Now that this order ought to 
be uſed, appeares plainely in 
this,that ficknefle {prings trom 
our finnes as from a root, which 
ſhould firſt of all be ſtocked up, 
that the branches might more 
ealily dye. And theretore eL/A 
commended for many othex 
things, 15 blamed for this by the 
holy Ghoft, that he ſought not 
to the Lord, but to the Phytici- 
ans, & put his trult 1n them. Ot- 


tentimes 1t comes to paſle , that. 


diſeaſes curable in themſelves, 
are made 1ncurable by the finnes 
and the 1mpenitency of the par- 


when God begins to correct the 
wmble chemfelyes fo all their 


finnes, 


ty:and therefore the beſt way 1s: 
tor them that would have eale, . 


2 Chron, 
I6. 3, 


by lacknes, then alſo to begin to, 
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tinnes, and turne unto God, 
The ſecond rule 1s,that when 
wee have prepared our ſelves, 
IE 1 Tim. 4. 22d are about to- uſe Phyficke, 
3- we mult ſan&ifieit by the word 
of Godand prayer , as-we doe 
our meat and drinke. For by the 
Word we muſt have our war- 
rant, that the medicines preſcri- 
bed are lawfull- and good : and 
by prayer we muft 1ntreat the 
| Lord for a bleſſing upon them, 
1n reſtoring of health, 1f 1t be the 
good will of God. 

The third rule 1s, that we 
muſt carry in minde the right 
and proper end of Phylicke,lealt 
we deceive our ſelves. We mu{l 
not therefore thinke that Phy-( B 
ficke ſerves to- prevent old age ſal 
or death itſelfe. For that 1s not of 
poſſivle, becauſe God hath ſer£'t 
dowa that all men ſhall die and Y'y 
be changed: and life coaſilts nb 

ate 
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a temperature and proportion of 
naturall heate and radical moy- 
fture, which moyſture being 
once conſumed by the former 
heate; 1s by art unrepairablezand 
theretore death mutt needs fol- 
low. Butthe true end of Phy- 
kcke 1s to continue and length- 
en the-life of man to his natu- 
rall period ; which 1s when na- 
ture, thathath bin long preſer- 
ved by all poſſible meanes, 1s 
now wholly ſpent. Now this 
period, though it cinot be leng- 
thened by any $kill of man, 'yet 
may 18 eaſily be ſhortned;by in- 


temperance indyet, by 2 drun-4 Inter 


kennes, and by yiolent diſeaſes, 
But care muſt be had to! avoide 
al ſuch evils, thatthe litzle lamp 
of corporall life may. butne till 
t goe out of it ſelfe. For this ve= 
ry ſpace of time is the very day 
of grace & falvatis, and where-- 
| a$ 
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as God injuſtice mg ave 
cut us off, andutterly deſtroy- 
edus, yer. .n great: mercy he 
gives us thus, much; time , that 
we might: prepare our ſelves to 
his. kingdome -; 4 winch time 
when 1t is onceſpent, if a man 
would redeemeit with the price 
of ten thouſand worlds, he Cans 
not hayeaty i... 1; 
.- Andito. conclude this p9int 
wyching Phy ficke,'I' will here 
ſet. down two ſpeciall duries of 
the:PlyGcanhbumſelfe; The firf 
is,that in the want and defect of 
ſach as, are: t6put {icke men in 
mind of thejr fatnes, 10 t$4.durie 
ipecially c6cerning him; he-be- 
_." mga member of:/Chriſt,. to ad- 
vertiſe ls parties that. abeyamub 
truly bhumblethemſtlves,, 
pray fervently to God for - 
on-of all therr ſinnes : and 
__ thus duty. would be. more 


com- 
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commonly practiſed then it is,it 
all. Phyſicians did conſider, that 
oftentimes they want good ſac- 
ceſſe 1n their dealings, not be. 
cauſe there is any want 1n Arr, 
or good will, but becauſe the 
partie with whom they deale,is 
1mpenitent. The ſecond duty 1s 
when he ſees manifeſt ſignes of 
death 1n his patient, not to de- 
part concealing them, but firſt 
to certifie the patient thereof, 
There may be, -and 1s too much 
niceneſſe in ſuch concealements 
and the very plaine truth 1n this 
cale knowne, 1s very profitable, 
For when the partie 1s certaine 
ot his end, 1t doth bereave him 
of his truſt in earthly chings , 
and maketh him pur all lus at- 
hance 1n the meere mercy of 
God, When Ezechias was lick;. 
the Prophet ſpeakes plainely to 
bun, and faith, Set thine honfe 
G TH 
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. #13 oraer : for thou muſt die. And 
what good wee may reaps by 
knowing certainely that wee 
have received the ſentence of 
death; Paul ſheweth when hee 
laith, Fee receive the ſentence of 
death in our ſolves becauſe wee 
ſhould not truſt in our ſelves but in 
God that raiſeth the dead, 

Having thus ſeene what bee 
the duties of the ficke man to 
himſelfe,let us now ſee what be 
the duties which hee o weth to 
his ne1ghbour; & they are two: 
The firft is the dutie of reconci- 
lation, whereby hes freely to 
forgive all men, aid to deſire to 
be forgiven of all. In the Old 
Teſtament, when a man was to 
offer a Bullocke or lambe in {- 
crifice to God, he mult leave his 
offering at the Altar, and firit go 
and be reconciled unto his bre« 
thren, if they had ought again 
um s 
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him :mnch more then muſt this 
7 | be done, when we are in death, 
e | to offer up ourſelves, our bo-« 
f | dies and foules, as an acceptable 
e Þ ſacrifice unto God. Lueſtion. 
of Y Whatift amancannat come to 
ce || the ſpzech of chem with whom 
is | he would be reconciled?or if he 
doe, what ifthey will not be re- 

ee || conciled 2 Ax. When any ſhall 
to Þ 1a their ſicknefle ſeeks and de- 
- be ÞÞ fire reconciliation, and cannce 
ito I obtaine it, either becauſe the 
yo: E parties'are abſent, or becauſe 
nci- © they will not relent ;: they have 
diſcharged their conſcience, 
and God will accept” their 
will for the deede. A3- put 
ale, a man lying ſicke on 
bis death bedde, 1s at. enmt- 
tie with. one that 1s beyond 
the Sea z ſo as hee cannot pef- 
lbly have any ſpeech with'him; 
f hee would never ſo faine, 
4. US wy 


ren <> — 


142 Theright way 


how ſhall hee tay his mind ? 
why, he muſt remember that in 
this caſe; a will and deſire to be 
reconciled, 15s reconctliation 1t 
{clfe. 

The ſecond dutie 1s,that thoſe 
which are Rulers and Gover- 
nours of others, muſt have care 
and take order that their chars 
ges committed to them by 
God, bee left 1n good eſtate at- 
ter their death; and here” come 
three duties to bee handled ; tlic 
firit of the Magiſtrate, the {e- 


cond of the Miniſter, the third * 
of the Maſter of the Family} ? 
The Magittrates dutie 1s, befor} * 
hee die to provide, as much ai © 
he can, for the godly and peacey} 7 
able eſtate of the Towne, CirieY 4: 
or Common-wealth : and thay fo 


rs done partly by procuring tly 
maintenance of ſound relig 
on and vertue, and partly by 

2 ably 


tort 
1ch a 
Jeace 


Cir 


4 tha 


ng th 
relis 
y by 
ſh 


of dying well. 143 
ſtabliſhing of the execution of 
civill Tuſtice & outward peace. 
Examples of the praCtice in 
Gods Word are thoſe, When 


Moſes was an 100. and 20, Deurzy} FF 


yeares old, & was no more able 


to g01n and our before the peo - t 


ple of Itrael, he called them be- 
tore him, and fignifhied that the - 
time of his departure was at 
hand, and thereupon tooke or 
der for their wel-tare after his 


death. And firit of all, he placed 4 


1:/za over the 1n his ftead, tobe 
their guid to the promiſed land, 
fecodly he gives ſpeciall charge 
fo al the people, to be valiant & 
couraglous againſt their- ene- 
mes, and to obey the comman- 
dements of God, And: Joſaa , 
tollows the ſame courſe. For he 
cals the people together, & tels 
the that the time of his death is 
at hand,and gives them a charge 
G 3 LO 
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to be couragious, and to wor- 
ſhip the true God, which done, 
hee ends his dayes as a worthy 
Captaine. When King David 
was to goethe way of all fleſh, 

and lay licke on his death-bed; 
he placed his owne ſon Salomon 
gpon his Throne, and gave him 
charge both for maintenance 
of religion, and execution of 

zuſtice, | 

The dutie of Minifters when 
they are dying is, as much as 
they can, to calt and provide for 
the cotinuice of the good efttate 
of the Church over which they 
are placed. Conlider the exam- 
[[apeyas ple of Peter : { will (ſaith he) m- 
deavour alwaies, that ye alſo may 
bee able to have remembrance of 
theſe things after my departere.lt 
this had bin wel obſerved, there 
could not have bin ſuch aboun- 
dunce of Clſmererrurs a 
eres 
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herefies as hath beene, and the 
Church of God could not have 
y Þ ſuffered fo great havocke, But 
;A Þ becauſe men have had more care 
N, Þ to maintaine perfonall ſucceſ- 
I; Þ fron, then the right ſucceſſion, 


02 Þ which ftands inthe duttrine of A209) 
m | the Prophets and Apoſtles, ther- *Th2-1 


cc ÞÞ fore wolves have come 1nto the 
ot | roomes of faithfull Teachers; 
and the Apoſtalie, of which 
1en Þ Pax! ſpeakes, hath over-fpread 
1 45 the face of the Church. | 
for | Thirdly, houtholders muſt 
tate Bet their families 1n order before 
hey Ftney dye, as the Prophet &/ay 
am- F{ach to Ezechiah,Sct thine houſe 


:) ine þ» order, for thou muſt die. For the ta, 36.1- 


» may fiprocuring of good order in the 
ce of Family atter death, two things 
gre. lt Fkre to bee done, The firſt con- 
there ernes this lite, & that 15 to dif- 
ole of lands and goods. And 
at this may be well & wiſely 

"> 64 + done 
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done, it the will be unmade, 1t 
1s with godly advice and coun- 
- fell to be made 1n the time of 
| fickneſle; z according to the pra- 
il Ctice of ancient & worthy men: 
\'Gzn.259, Abraham betore his death ma- 
Wl Aandgs. keth his will, and gives legacies; 
11a ſo did 1/aac and Ixcob, in who: 
| laſt wil & teſtament are contai- 
ned many worthy bleſſings and 
propheſies of the eftate of his 
children. Chritt our Saviour, 
when hee was upon the Croſle, 
provided for 11s mo: her, ſpect- 
ally comending her to his Di- 
ciple 7ohn, whom he loved, And 
In very: deed, this dutie of ma- 
king a w1ll, 1s a matter of great 
weight and i 1mportance : tor it 
cuts off much hatred and con- 
tention 1m families, and it ftaics 
many ſtites in Law, Ir 1s not 
thertore alwates a matter of 11- 
difterence, whuch may be done 
ol 
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or not done as many doe falſely 
thinke, who upon blind and t1- 
nitter reſpects do abftaine from 
making Wills, either becauſe 


| ther wealch ſhould notbe once 


known, or becauſe they would 


have their decayed eſtate to bee 
concealezor becauſe they tear 


they {hall die the ſooner, 1fthe 
VV 1t] be once made. 

Now, though the making of 
Wills belong to another place 
and proteſſion,yet ſo muci may 
bee ſpoken hceere as the Holy 
Ghott hath uttered 1n the word, 
ind that I will reduce to certain 
rules. The firlt 1s, that the Wall 
mutt be made according to the 
law of Nature, and the written 
word of God, and the good and 
wholſome poſitive laws of that 
kingdome or countrey whereof 
1man 15a member, The will of 
(od mult be the rule of mans 

will, 
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will. And therefore the wil that 
is made againſt any of theſe , 15 
faultie. The ſecond 1s, that if 
goods eyill gotten be not reſto- 
red before, they mult even then 
be reſtored by will, or by ſome 
other way. It rs the practice of 
covetous men to bequeath their 
foules wh6G they dy,to God,and 
withall to bequeath thetr goods 
evill gotten to their cluldren & 
friends; which 1n all equitte 
ſhould bee reftored to them 
to whom they belong. Qecft, 
How if a mans conſcience tell 

him that his goods be evill got- 
ten, and he knowes not where, 
orto whom to make reſtitutt- 

on ? Axf.The caſe 1s common, & 

the anſwer 1s this : When heis 

known whom thou ha it wrog- 

ed,reſtore to him particularly:1f 
the partie be unknown, or dead, 
reſtore to his 'executors or aſ- 
{1gnes, 


> = a> my DD am m—— —— ” ET 


*andvhem that bee of their kin. 
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l1gn25,or to his next kin:if there 
be none, yet keepe net goods 
eviil gotten tothy lelfe, butre=- 
ſtore to God, that 15, in way of 1} 
recompence and civil ſatisfaGti- | i 
02, beltow them on the Church __ 
or Common- wealth. The third if 
rule 1s, that heads of families | 
mult principally bettow their "1 
goods on their owne children, | 


dred. This man (ſaich God to A- ﬀ 141-/ 
brabam, of Elzazar a {tranger)' | 
fhall-not be thine heire, but the {or — 


which ſhall come of thy laines. And l by 
this was Gods commandement If il 
tothe Ifraelits, that when af 'F 
man dyes, his ſonne ſhould bee | 

his heire. and if he heave no {on, — 
then his daughter:and if he have a 


no daughter, then his brethren : [ 
and it he have no brethren, then 1 
his fathers brethren 2 and if that | 
there bee none, then the next. | 


of 
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ib of the kinne whoſoever. And 
1\0m.5!7 Payliaith, If ye be ſons, then alſs 
1] T20.5Þ þ.yes : PR eind Ho that 6 
vides not for his owne, and namely, 
for them ef his houſhold, 1s worſe 
then an infidell. Theretore 1t 1s a 
fault of any manto alienate his 
goods or lands, wholly & final- 
ly from his bloud and poſter» 
tiy. It 1s athing which the very 
law of nature it ſelte hath con- 
demned. Againe, it1s a fault to 
” give all to the eldeſt, and no- 
thing 1in.reſpett to the reſt; as 
though the eldeſt were borne 
to beGentlemen, & yonger bre- 
thren borne to beare the wallet. 
Yet in equitie the eldett mult 
have more then any; even be- 
cauſe he is the eldeſt, & becauſe 
ſtocks and families 1n their per- 
fons are to be maintained ; and 
becauſe thete muſt alwaies bee 


ſome that muſt bee fit to. doe 
ſpeciall 


of dying well. I5T 
ſpeciall ſervice in the peace of 
the Common-weale, or 1n the 
time of warre : which could not 
be, 1f goods ſhould be equally 
parted to all. The fourth and lait 
rule 1s, that no Wall 1s of force 
till the Teſtator be dead; for fo 
long as he 1s alive, hee may alter 
and change. Theſe rules mult be 
remembred , becauſe they are 
recorded 1n Scripture: the ope= 
ning of other _ points and cir- 
cumftances belongeth to the 
profeſſion of the law. 

The ſecond dutie of the ma- 
ſer of the family, concerneth 
he ſoules of ſuch as bee under 
[115 government : and that 1s, to 
ve charge to them, that they 
carne, beleeve,. and obey the 
rue religton, that 1s,the doctrin 
ff falvation ſet downe 1n the 
writings of the Prophets and A- 
vſtles. The Lord himſelte com- 
mends 


Heb 9,15, | | 
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Abraham for this : 1 know Abra« 
ham, ſaith hee, that he will com- 
mand hy ſounes, and his houſhol! 
after him, that they keepe the way 
| of the Lord to ave righteonſnecs avi 
|, 2 Kirg-2. 19drerent. And David gives S$a- 
If; Kadall, */4,z2 on his death-bed a molt 
| notable and ſolemne-charge, tie 
fumme and ſubſtance vyhereot 
15, to know the God of his ta- 
thers, and to ſerve him : whicl 
being done, hee further com- 
mends him to God by prayer: 
for which purpoſe the 72, P/al, 
was made. This practice of his is 
to be followed of all. Thus Go 
vernours, when they ſhall care- 
fully diſpoſe of their goods,and 
give charge to their pofteritie 
touching the worſhip of God, 
ſhall greatly honour God dying 

as well as living. 

Hitherto I have intreated 0 
che two-fold preparation whicl 
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15 to goe before death : now fol» 
loves the ſecond part of Dying 
well, namely, the diſpoſition in 
death. This diſpoſition 1s -no» 
thing elſe but a religious & ho- 
ly behaviour, ſpecially towards 
God, when wee are 117, Or neere 
the agonte and pang of death, 
This behaviour containes three 
ſpeciall duties. The firſt is,to dy 
1m or by faith. Tody by faith 13, 
when a man in the tipie of death 
doth with al his heart rely him- 
ſelfe wholly on Gods ſpeciall 
love, and favour, and mercy in 
Chriſt, as 1t 1s revealed in the 
word. And though there be no 
part of mans life void of jult oc- 
cations whereby wee may put 
taichin praGtice, yet the ſpeciall 
time of all, 1s the pang ot death, 
when friends, and riches, and 
pleaſures, & the outward ſenſes, 
and temporal lite, and all carth- 
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ly helpes forſake us. For then 
true faith makes us to go whol- 
ly out of our ſelves, and to de- 
{paire of comfort and falvation 
in reſpect of any earthly thing: 
and wath all the ſtrength and 
power of the heart,to re{t on the 
pure mercie of God. 1 his made 
Luther both thinke and ſay,that 
men were the bett Chriſtians 1n 
death. Example of this faith we 
have in David, who when hee 
ſaw nothing before his eyes, 
but preſent death: the people 1n- 
tending to ſtone him, comforted 
himſelfe at that very ſtant, as 
the Text ſaith, i the Lord his 
God, This comfort he reaped,in 
that by faith hee applyed unto 
his. own ſoule the mercitul pro- 
miles of God; ashe teſtifieth of 
himſelfe;Remember(ſaith he ):he 
promiſe maae to thy ſervant wher- 


in thog haſt cauſed me to ruff. 1t 
is 
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'5 my comfort in trouble, foy th 

promiſe hath qgrickned me. Again, 
My fleſb failed, rnamy heart alſo, 


A . / 
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kurGOD is the ſtrength of my pſ7 3.26. 


heart,and my portio for evermore, 
Now Ilooke what David heere 
td, the ſame muſt every one of 
us do 1n the like cafe. When the 
lraelites in the wildernes were 
{tung with fery ferpents, and 
lay ar the point of death, they 
looked up tothe Brazen Serpent 
winch was erected by the ap- 
pointment of G O D, and were 
preſently healed : even ſo when 
a man feeles death todraw near, 
and the fierie ſting to pierce the 
heart, he muſt fixe the Eye of a 
true & lively faith apon Chrift, 
exalted and crucified upon the 
Crofle : 1t being done, hee ſhall 
by death enter 1nto eternall life, 

Now becauſe true faithis no 
dead thing, 1t muſt be expreſſed 


by 
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by eſpectall ations ; the princ1- 


pall whereot 1s invocation, W 


wherby either prayer or thank(- 
giving 1s directed unto God, 
When death had ſeaſed upen 
the body of 1acob, he raiſed up 
himſelte, and turning his face 
towards the beds head, leaned 
on the top of his ſtafte by rea- 
{on of his feeblenes, and prayed 
unto God : which prayer of his 
was an excellent truite of his 
faith. obs wife 1n the middeſt 
of his afiQts ſaid unto him to 
very good purpoſe, Bleſſe God 
anddie, I know and grant that 
the words are commonly trait» 
ſlated otherwife, Cxrſe Godand 
ae : but (asT take 1t) the former 
1s the beſt. For it 1s not hike,that 
inſfoexcellent a family,any one 
perſon , much lefle a matrone 
and principall Governor there- 
of, would give ſuch lewd and 

—_— wretched 
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yretched counſell; which the 

no, ſnoſt wicked man uponearth, 

{. $aving no more but the Ifphe of 

od, ature, would not oncegive,but 

on Father , much abhorre and con« 

up emne.And though 7ob call her 

ace Þ f0ol:/ woman , yethe doth it, 

1d (ot becauſe ſhe went abour to 

ea- ſperlwade him to blaſpheme 

ved (od; but becauſe ſhee was of 

"his (ve mind of Jobs friends, and 

his Fchought hee Rood roo much 'Docft 
leſt J a concelt of his owne righte- theucon 
1 to Puſnes. Now the efte&t & mea- he yan \'F 
Ged ng of her counſel is this, b/eſſe __ \i} 
-lat od, that IS, husband, n0 doubt neſſe> | 
212» hou art by the extremitie of verſe g; 
4d Fine affliction at deaths doore 

mer Þeretore begin now at length 

lay afide the great over wee- 

ing which thou haſt ot thine 

wne righteouſneſle, acknow« | 
dge the hand of God upon | 
ee for thy fins, contefle them 

| unto 
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unto him,giving him the glory; 
pray for the pardon of them,and 
end thy dayes. This counſellis 
very good and to bee followed 
of all :though 1t may be,the ap- 
plying of 1t:(as /ob well percet- 
ved) 1s mixt with folly. 

Here it may be alleadged, that 
inthe pangs of death men want 
their ſenſes and convenient ut- 
terance, and therefore that they 
are unable to pray. Anſ.The ve- 
ry ſighs, ſfovs, and groanes ofa 
repentant and beleeving heart 
are prayers before God, even as 
efte&ual,as if they were uttered 
by the beſt voice in the worll. 
Prayer ſtands in the afte&tion ot 
the heart, the voyce 1s but al 
outward meſſenger therotz God 
lookes not upon the ſpeech, bu 
», upon the heart. David ſaith, Gs 
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fires of them that feare him; 
yea, thetr very teares are loud 
and ſounding prayers in his 
cares. 

Againe, faith may otherwiſe 
bee expreſſed by the Laſt words, 
which tor the moſt part of them 
that have truely ſerved God,are 
very excellent and comfortable 
and full of grace : ſome choiſe 
exampels whereof I will re- 
hearſe for inſtruftion ſake and 
for1mitation, The laſt words of 
Iacob were thoſe , whereby as 
a Prophet he foretold bleſſ:ins 
and curſes upon his children : 
and the principall among the 
relt were theſe, The ſcepter ſhall 
not depart from. Inaa, and the law 
giver from betweene has feete, till 
Shilo come : and, O Lord, I have 
waited for thy ſatvation. The lait 
words of Moſes are his molt 
excellent a” 

Clap, 


Gen 43» W-. 


160 The right way 


W row, x7, £bap. 32. and the laſt words.of 
| '. David were theſe, The Spirit of 
the Lord fpake by me, and his word 
was in my tongue:the Gad of 1(7ael 
fpake to me, the firength of 1/7a:l 
ſaid, Beare rule over men, ec, 
The words of Zacharias the ſon 
of Tehoiada,when he was ſtoned 
were, The Lord looke pon it 
and require it. The lait words of 
our Saviour Chriſt whG he was 
dying upon the Crofle are mot 
admirable, and ftored with a- 
Ii bundance of {pirituall-grace. 7, 
WH Ly 23.24, To his Father he faith, Father 
| foroive them, they know not what 
| ver-43, 7hey ave. 2.to the theefe, Verily 1 
| ſay rnto thee, this day ſhalt tho 
be with me in Paradi(e. 3. to his 
Mother, other, behold thy ſon: 
and to Tohn, behold thy mother, 
| I 10619, 4. and in an agony, Ay God, my 
| 26,27 God,why haſt thou Forſaken me?5. 
11 24a:,7.46 & earneRly deſiring our talyatts 
ON, 
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on, Trhirft. 6.and when hee had 1, , a 
made pertect ſatisfaction, 7? zs z2.y. 0, 
taeda. 7.anJ when body and 
loule were parting ; Father, into L1.23.4$ 
thy hands I commena my Spirit, 
The laft words of Steven werez AR 7.56, 
1. Behold, T ſee the heavens open, 
| #4 the Sonne of 111 ſtanding at 
; We right handof God. 2. Lord les F% || 
Bs receive my ſpirit. 3. Lora, lay 60s 
we this ſinne to their charge. OF 
Polycarpe. Thow art a true God, "46, 
rithout lying,therefore in al things " 
Ipraiſe thee , aud blefſe thee, and 
rifie thee by the eternall God, 
md high Prieſt Teſs Chriſt thine 
mely 2eloved Sonne, by whom, aud 
mth whom, to thee, and the holy 
pirit, be all glory now and for e- 
OFT mat. [ care = m—_—Y 
ind of death 1 die : 1 am the bread ** 
f the Lord; and muſt be ground 
«> the teeth of Lions, that I may 

Henne bread for Chriſt , who » 
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Poſlid.in Augultine, 1. He 5 no great man 
 vitaAug. that thinkes it a great matter that} V 
trees and ſtones fall, and mortal £* 
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broſe, 7 have not ſo led my lif: 
among you 4s if I were aſhamed ti 
live : neither doe I feare death be- 


cauſe we have a good Lora, 0 


— ack, wm wo co. ©. 


men die. 2. Inſt art thou, O Lord /* 
and righteous 1s thy judgement.() di; 
Barnard, 1. A# aaronition tohif / 
brethren, that they would grou the 
the anchor of their Faith and Hoy for, 
1n the ſafe and ſure Port of God goa 
mercy. 2. Becauſe ( ſaith he) a cnt 


ſuppoſe, I canot leave nnto you a1 {clt 
choiſe examples of religion, 7 com aco, 


B2t ; 
nal! (4 


conſe 


mend three to be imitated «of y0 
which I remember that I h::1t0 
ſerved in the race which I ha 


rn,as much as poſſibly T could. Where 
1gave lefſe heed to my own ſenſe bave 
reaſon then to the ſenſe and rea/Wvr: ; 
of other men.;2.#hen 1 was hurteave 


(long 
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ſought not revenge on him that did 
the hurt. 3. I hadcare to give of= 
Fence to no man, and if it fell out 0- 
therwiſe,T took it alway as T could. 


with a ſpeare;O what hap ts this? 
go togthey may kill my body, but my. 
ſoule they cannot Ot Oecolampas 
dius. I. An exhortation to the Mi 
niſters of the ( hurch to maintaine 
the puritie of Doftrine, to fhew 
forth an example of honeſt and 
goaly life, to be conſtant and pati- 
4 ent under the croſſe. 2. Of hum- 
an fclte. Whereas Iam charged to be 
on « corrupter of the truth, Iweigh it 
uot : NowT am going to the tribu- 
val! of Chriſt, and that with good 
aFfjconſtience by the grace of God, aud 
4. there it ball bee manifeſt, that T 
Wave nor ſeduced the (hurch. Of 
this my ſaying and conteftation I 
kave you as witneſſes, cofirme it 
| H with; 


Ot Zwinglius, when in the field OTvatd IF if 
be was wounded under the chin Mycons. \| | 
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with thamy laſt breath. 3. Tous 
children, Love Godthe Father: & 
curning himſelfto his kinsfolks 
[ have bojd you, {aid he, with this 
conteſtation:you (which they heare 
and have deſired) ſhall doe your in- 
deavonr , that theſe my children 
may bee godly and peaceable, ani 
true. 4. To his friend comming 
unto; him, What ſlall I ſay unto 
p08? Newes, T ſhall be ſhortly with 
Chriſt my Lord. 5. Being asked 
whether the light did nor trou- 
ble him, touching his breaſt, 
' there 15 lioht enough, 121d hee. 6. 
He rehearſed the whole 5 1.P1a, 
with deeps fighs from the very 
bottom of his breſt. 7, A little 
after, Save mee Lord leſus. Of 
Luther , Ay heavenly Father, 
God and Father of onr Lord Teſts 
Chriſt,& God of al comfort, I grve 


thee thaks that thou haſt revealed 
to me thy Sor Teſs ( briſt, ___ 
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Fave beleeved,whoam I have pro- 
fefſea, whom T have loved, whom 
[ have praiſed, whom the Biſhop of 
Rome, and the whole company of 
the wicked perſecuteth and reve- 
teth. I pray thee my Lord Teſws: 
Chriſt receive my poore ſoule-: my 
heavenly Father, though I be takE 
from this life and this ods of mine 
ts to be laid doen, yet I know certe= 
{y,that I hall remain with thee for 
everznether ſhal any be able to pul 
me ont of thy hand. Ot Hooper, 
Lord Teſs Soune of David have 
mercy on me; and receive my ſoule. 
Of Annas Burgius, For/ake mee 
tO Lord deft 1 forſake thee. Of 
MelanCton, JF it bee the will of 
Gol Iam willing to dye, and [ bee 
ſeech him that hee will grant me a 
vyfull departure. Of Calvin, 1. 
lheld my togne becauſe thou Lord: 
taſt done it.2.1 mourned as adove.. 
Lord thou grindeſt me to pomdert 
is Ha but. 


faith in which I wif dye : and God Nl *: 


' and /oſeph did; and there have 
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bat it ſufficeth me becauſe it us thy 
hand. Of Peter Martyr, that his 
body was weake, but his inde was 
well : that he acknowledged no life 
or ſalvation bnt only in Chriſt, who 
was piven ef the Father to bee a 
redeemer of mankind : and when he 
had confirmed thus by teftimonie of 


4 
Scripture , hee added, T his 1s my x 


will deſtroy them that teach other- 8 
wiſe. This done, he ſhooke hands Ny 


with all and ſaid, Farewell my | 
brethren and deare friends, It _ 
were Eafle to quote more exam- 
ples, but theſe few may bee 1n 
jtead of many:and the ſum of al 
that godly men ſpeak 1n death /ont 
15 this : Some inlightned with a 
prophetical ſpirit foretel things 
to come, as the Patriarkes Jacob 


bin ſome which by name have 
teſtified who ſhould yery __ : 
1, 


we eto. i << 
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ly eome after them, and who 
ſhould remaine alive, and what 
ſhould be their condition : ſome 
have ſhewed a wondertull me- 
mory of things had, as of their 
former life, andofthe benefits 
of God, & no doubt it was give 
them to ſtir up holy affeftions 
JN} and thankſgiving to God:ſome 
| *gaine.rightly judging. of the 
change. of their. "preſent eſtate 
for better , | doe rejoyce excee= 
dingly; that they mult be tran- 
) Nl flated from earth to Paradilc : as 
s Babylas Martyr of Antioch, 
when his head was:to be chop- 
1 ped off, Returne (faith he) O my Plans; 
ſonl rnto thy reſt:becanuſe the Lord 7,% 
hath bleſſed thee,becauſe thou baſt 
delivered my ſoule from death, 
mine etes from teares,and my ſeete 
from falling, [ ſpal walke before Je- 
vouais the land of the living. And 
ome others ſpeak of the vanitie 
y":434 H 3 of 
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ot this lite, of the imagination of 
the ſorrowes of death, of the be- 
g1n0ings ofcternall life , of the 
<omtort . of the Holy. Ghott 
whucl they feele at their depar- 
ture unto. Chritt, | | 
Lneſt. What muſt wethink 
if 1n the time of death ſuch ex- 
cellent ſpeeches bee wanting: 
and in fteadthexcot 1dletalkebe 
uſed? Ax.” We: mult contider 
the kind of ſickneſte whereot 
mendy,whether 1tbe moreeatie 
or.violent : for violent ficknelle 
15-.utually accompanied with 
frenſies, and with: unſeemely 
motions and geſtures, which we 
are to take in good;part; evenn 
this regard, becauſe wee our 
ſelves may be in the like caſe, 
Thus much. of the. firſt. dutie 
which is to dye 1n faith; the ſe« 
cond1sto'dye in obedience: 0* 


therwiſe our death cannot bee 
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acceptable to God, becauſe wee 
ſeeme to come unto- God of 
feare and conftraint; as flaves 
to a maſter, and not of love as 
children to a father. Now to die 
in cbedience, 1s when a man 1s 
BE willing, ready, and defirousto 
" | gocoutof this world, whenſoe- 
* | ver God ſhall call him, and that 
© © withour murmuring and repi= 
1 ning; at what time, where, apd 
NY when it ſhall pleaſe God. Whe- 
ether we live or dy,ſaith Paul,we 
le F doe itnot to our ſelves but unto 
tl God; and therefore mans duty 
If Þ is to beas obedientunto God in 
ve death, as in life. Chriſt 1s our 
1 example in this caſe, who 1n his 
ur agony pray ed, Father let this cup 
* | Wpafſe from mezy er with a ſubmit- 
l0,vot my wil, Ext thy wil be done, 
ſexYteachin gus1n the very pangs of 
0" Fleath, to refigne our telves to 
the good pleaſure of the Lord. 
_H4 When 
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when the Prophet told King 
Ezechiah of death , preſently 
without al manner of grudging 
hee addreſſed himſelfe to pray- 


er. We are commanded to pre- i * 
ſent our ſelves unto God as tree Il © 

will offerings, without any 11- n 
mitation of time, and therefore Ill © 
as well in death as in life. I con- | © 
clude then, that we are to make } . 
as much conſcience in perfor-  *' 
ming obedience to God in ſut- | ©? 
fering death, as wee doe of any 
conſcience in the courſe of our If 7: 
lives. ul 
anc 


The third duty is, to render { 
up our ſoules into the hands of © 
God, as the moſt faithfull kee: 
per of al. This 1s the laſt duty of 
a Chriſtian, and it 1s preſcribed 
unto us in the exiple of Chriſt 
upon the croſſe, who in the very 
pangs of death, when the difſe- Wee 


lution of body and foule dre 
| on 
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on, faid, Father, into thy hands 1 
commend my ſpirit : & 10 gave up 
fl che ghoſt. The like was done by 
' I Steven, who when hee was fto- 
ned todeath,faid, Lord Teſis re- , , 
cerve my ſpirit, And David1n his þ 
life time being in danger © if 
death,uſed the very ſame words || 


Luk.23- 


p 
ial. r 


: that Chriſt uttered, 
* Thus we ſee what bethe du- 


ties which weare toperform 1n 
\& | tbe very pangs of death,that we 
may come to eternall life. Some 
men w:ll happely fay,If this be 
all;cody in faithand obedience, 
Jer $429 ro ſurrender our ſoules into 
Gods handswe will not greatly ' 
cre for any preparation before 
of nand, nor to trouble our ſelves 
* 4{puch about the right manner of 
. Mying well : for wee doubt not, 
alia | 
ut that when death {hal come, 


vee ſhall be able to performe 
all 
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all the former duties with eaſe, 
Anſwer. L:t no man deceive 
himſelfe by falſe perſwalions, 
thinking with himſelte that the 
practice of the afore-ſaid duties 
15a matter of eaſe : for ordina« 
r1ly they are not, neither can be 
performed 1n death,unlefſethere I} i: 
be much preparation 1n the life F v 
before, Hethat will dy 1n faith, NN g 
mutt firſt of all live by taithzand I b: 
there 1s but one example 1n all I hi 
the whole Bible of a man dying || ha 
in faith,that lived without faith I no 
namely , The Theete upon the I ap 
croſle. The ſervants of God that he 
are indued witha great meaſure Fan! 
of Gaace , doe hardly beleeve IE but 
1n the tzme of affliction, Indeed Nca:; 
when Jeb was afflicted, he ſaid, Yang 
Though the Lord kitl me,yet will | cre: 
truſt m him : yet afterward, his wo! 
faith being .over-calt as witha 
cloud, hee ſaith, that God was 
| become 
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become his enemzy,and that he had 
fet him as a marke to ſhoot at :and 
ſundry times his faich was op« 
prefled with doubting -and di- 
ftruft, How thenſhall they that; 
never lived by faith, nor inured: 
themſelves to beleeve, bee able 
in the pangs of death to reſt 
upon the. mercy of God. As 
gaine, hee that would dye in 0- 
bedtence; mult firſt of all leade 
his life ar» obedience; hee that 
hath i1ved 1 diſobedience, can- 


notwilh-gly 'and in'obedience --+ 


appeare before the Tadge, when 
Ik 15 cited by death the Serge- 


ant of che Lord: he dies indeed, 


but that 18 upon neceflitie, be= 
ca'ife he maſt-yeeld to the order 
ind courfe of nature as other 
creatures doe. Thirdly, he that 
would ſurrender his foule into 
the hands of God, mult bee re- 
blved of two things : the one 


I5 
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1s, that God can; the other 1s, 
that God will receive his ſoule 
into heaven,and there preſerve it 
till the laſt judgment. And none 
can be reſolyed of this except 
hee have the Spirit of God tc 
certifie I1s conſcience thar. he is 
redeemed,juſtified,ſanctified by 
Chriſt, and/ſhall bee glorified, 
Hee that1s not thus per{ſwaded, 
dares not render up and preſent 
his ſoule unto God, When Da- 
wid ſaith, Lord into thy hands | 
commend my ſpirit: what was the 
reaſon of this boldneſle 1n him ? 
ſurely nothing elſe but the per- 
{wation of faith, as the next 
words 1mport : for thow haſt re- 
deemed me O Lord God of truth. 
And thus 1t 1s manifeſt, that 
no man ordinarlly-- can per- 
forme theſe duties dying , that 
hath not performed them 11- 
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This being ſo, I doe agarne 
renew my former exhortation, 
beſceching you that yee would 
practile the duties of preparati- 
on 1n the courſe of your. lives, 
leading them daily 1n faith and 
obedience, and from time to 


time commending your ſelves. 


to the.hand of God, and ca- 
ſting alt your workes upon his 


providence. They which have, 


done this, have made molt hap=- 
py and bleſled ends. Enoch by 
faith-walked with God, as one 
that was alwales 1n his preſence 
lading an upright and godly 
fe, andthe Lord tooke him away 
that he ſhould not ſee death. And 
this which befel Exoch, ſhall af- 
er a ſort befall them alfo that 


Ive 1n faith and obedience : be- Heb.1 1-5 | 


auſe death ſhal be no death, but 
i (leepe unto them, and no e» 


emy, but a friend to.body and 
{aule 


— ———— 
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ſoule. On the contrary let us 
conſider the wretched and mt- 
ſerable ends of them that have } e: 
fpenc their dayes 1n their finnes I P. 
without keeping faith & a good I C 
conſcience. The people of the I} ag 
old worid were drowned in the I pe 
Food; the filthy Sodomites and Il pr 
Gomorrheans were dettroyed I an 
with fire from heaven z Datrhan | bl: 
and Abiram with the company Þ| th: 
of Corab, were ſwallowed up of | Gs 
the eartir; (orab himſclfe (as it J lin 
ſeemes by the text) being burnt F no 
with fire z wicked Sar and 4- tel 
chitophel and JIndas deſtroy I per 
themſelves. Herod is eatenup out 
of wormes, and gave up the ice 
ghoſt. /z/ian the Apoſtate ſmit- Yuna 
ten with a dart in the field,dyed Wt © 
caſting up his bloud into the FÞf 1 
aire, and blaſpheming the names | 
of Chriſt, Ari#s the hereticke W£:oul 
dycd upon the ttoole. ſcouring 
| foorth 
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forth his very entrals. And this 
very Age attoords ſtore of like 
examples. Hoffemeiſter, a great 
Papilt, as hee was gotng to the 
Councell of Ratisbone to diſpute !!!y: ic.de 
againit the detEders of the Gol: {16 
pel, was ſuddenly in his journey 
prevented by the hand of God, 
and miſerably dyed with horri- | 
ble roaring and crying out.. In 9x bool. | lþ | 
y the Vaoiverlitie of Lovaine, | ” ad Mes | "i 
of | Guarlacrs a learned Papiit fal-n namcnts; | 
ir | ling ſicke, when hee percetved' | 
ne no way with him but death, hee 
4- Ffc!1 into a milerable agony and 
5 £ perturbation of ſpiric, crying 
up out of his finnes, how miſerably 
bze had lived, and that hee was 
unable to abide the judgement 
of God z and caſting our words | 
if miſcrable deſperation, faid, P (| 
us ſins were greater then they $1100 
ould be pardoned, and inthat Fl 
kſperation ended his dayes. /a- 
cobies 


ho Go CY C5 , Sno. to 
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cobus Latomus of the ſame Vni- 
verſitie of Lovaine, after that he 
had beene at Bruxels, and there 
thinking to doe a great aCt a- 
gaituſt Zzther and his fellowes; 
made an oration before the Em- 
perour ſo fooliſhly and-ridicu- 
 Joully, that hee was laughed to 
fcorne (almoſt) of the whole 
Court : then returning thence 
to Lovaine againe, 1n his pubs 
like Lecture hee fell into open 
madneſſe, uttering ſuch words 
of deſperation and blaſphemous 
1mpietie, that other Divines, 
which were preſent, were taine 
to carry him away as hee was 
raving, and to ſhut him intoa 
cloſe Chamber.From that time, 
to his very laſt breath, hee had 
never any other thing 1n his 
mouth, but that he was damned 
and reje&ted of God , and that 


there was no hope of ſalvation 
| tor 
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for him, becauſe that wittingly, 
and againſt his knowledge, hee 
withttood the manifeſt cruth of 
Geds Word. {Teſcentins the 
Popes Legate and -Vicegerent 
inthe Councell of Trent, was 
fitting all the day long until] 
dark might, 1n writing of letters 
to the Pope : after his labour, 
when night was come,thinking 
torefreſh himſelfe, he began to 
riſe; and at his riſing, behold 
there appeared to him a migh- 


* Etic blacke dog of an huge big- 
S, - - . . 
x neſſe, his eyes flaming with hire, 


&|his eares hanging low down 
wþ11 neere unto the ground , 
ich began to enterin, and 
-aight to come towards him, 
and fo to couch low under the 
boord. The Cardinall not a lit- 
tle amazed at the fight there- 


at y . . 
pa of, ſomewhat recovering him- 
ur | «lte, called immediately to his 


ſer- 


mY 


. Foxes words) ftinckingly and 


.ON be dyed, Stephen Gardiner, 2 
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ſervants which were 1 the out- 
ward chamber next by, to bring 
in a candle and to ſeeke for the 
dogge. But when the dogge 
could not bee tound there, nor 
1nany other chamber abourt,the 
Cardinall thereupon {trick 
with a ſudden conceit of mand, 
1mmedaiarly fel into luch a lick 
nefle, whereof his Phy ficians 
which he had about him, could 
not with all their 1induRry ar 
cunning cure him, and thereup- 


tl 
th 


when a certaine Biſhop came 
unto him, and put him 1n ming 
of Peters denying his Maſter 
anſwered, That he had denyec 
with Peter, but never repente 
with Peterzand ſo(to uſe maſter 


unrepentantly dyed, More ex 
amples might be added, but le 


-— 
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Apaine, that wee'may be fur- 
ther induced to the'prattice of 
theſe duties, let us call to minde 
the 1ncertaintie ef-our dayes ; 
hough we now live, yet-who 
can ſay that he-ſhall be alive the 
next day or thenexthoure? No 
man hath a leaſe: of his life. 
Now marke , as death leavesa 
an,{6 ſhall tlie lalt judgement 
find Im 7and therefore it death 
take him away unprepared , 'e- 
ternal dinatt6 follows without 
ecoverie. It a theefe be brought 
rom priſon; erther tothe barre 
d: bee.” arra1gned : before. 'the 
ludge, org the place of execu- 
ton, he will bewaile his mifde- 
neanour paſt, and promile all 
formation of lifej ſo be it, he 
might be delivered, though hee 
te the moſt arrant'theete that 
Ver Was. In this caſe we ares 
kllous or theeves ; for we are e- 
=: -- . nn 
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very day going to the, barre of N. 
Gods judgement, there 1s no 
Ray or ſtading in the way, even 
as the ſhipinthe Sea continues 
on his courſe day & night, whe- 
ther the.Marzners bee fleeping I.” 
or waking'; Therefore let us all 
prepare our ſelves and amend if 
our lives betime, that in death 
wee:may, make a bleſſed end, 
Miniſters of. ,the, Goſpel dee 
daily call for the performance 
of this dutie-: but-where almoſt 
ſhal-we find the praCtice & obe- 
dence of,jt x2 mens lives and 
converſagions? Alas,alas,to leng 
..our eares for ,the ſpace- of at 
houre-to heare the will of Golf 
15 common; but to giveheart & 
hand to. do the ſame; 1s rare. And}ll 
the: reaſon , bereof 15 at hand: 
we areal: molt grievous fanners, 
<C.every ſinner 1n the termes 0 
Seipture is a foole,, and a pri 
oo 


czpall 
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. pall part of his folly 1s tocare 
n the things of this world and 


oneglect the kingdome of hea 


ot for the foule, to'caſt and 
recalt how wee- may live'in 
4 xealth and honour, and eaſe, 
d not to uſe the leaſt forecaſt 
q (dye well. This folly our Sa- 
tour Chriſt noted 1m the rich 
an that was careful to 1nlarge 
" 1s barnes, but had no care at all 

Yr his end or for the ſalvatis of 
's ſoule, Such an one was A- 
wtophel, who (as the Scripture 


mes him) was as the very o-- 


.man of great wiſdom & fore- 
iſt in the matters of Common- 
ealth and 1n his owne prt- 
ate worldly affaire:and yet for 
il this hee had not ſo much as 
dmmon ſenſe and reaſon, to 
anfiderhow he might dye the 
= 


1d 
ng 
1 acle of God for counſell,being 
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death of che righteous,and come $2 
to-life everlaſting: And this fol Þþ 
ly the holy Gholt hath notedin Þot 
him. For the text ſaith, when he ſore 
ſaw that his counſell was deſpi- iſ 4 
ſedyhe /adled his afſe, and aroſe, "* 
went home into his citie, ani put ucl 
his bosſhold in order, and went al © 
hanged himſelfe. And the five (0 
fooliſh viFgins contented them Y 
ſelves with the blazinglamps of ſÞul 
a bare profeſſion, never ſeeking Þ%. 
for the horne of lafting oyle of auf 
true and lively faith, that miglithF* 
tarniſh and trimme the lanpe ur 
both 1n life and death. But let usÞ*ie: 
1n the feare of God, caſt off this 
damnable folly, firft of all lee 
king the kingdome of God and 
11s righteouſneſſe, and leading 
pur lives in faith and obedience, + 
that we may die accordingly. I"! 
And thus much of the f:4 pht 
poiot of dobtrine, namely, cha" 
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here 18 a Certain way whereby 
man may dy wel:now I come 
othe ſecond. Whereas there- 
ore Salomon faith : that rhe day 
death 1s better then the day of 
irth : wee are alſo taught that 
ach as truly beleeve thElelves 
o be the children of God, are 
ot to feare death over-much. [ 
y over-much, becauſe they 


of ſpuſt partly feare 1t, and partly 


ot, Feare 1tthey muſt for two 
Muſes : the firft, becauſe death 1s 
he deſtruction of humane na- 
ure1n 2 mans own ſelfe, and of 


usPfters ; & 11 this reſpect, Chriit 


cared 1t without ſinne; and we 
nuſt not feare it otherwiſe then . 
e feare ficknefle, and povertie, 

d famine, with other ſorrows 

t body and mind, which God 
nll not have us to deſpiſe or 
ghtly to regard, but to feele 
th fone paine, becauſe they 

are 
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are correions and puniſhmets 
for ſinne. And he doth therefor 
lay upon us pains and torments 
that they may be feared and ef 
chewed:and that by eſchewing 
them, wee might further learn 
to eſchew the cauſe of them 
which 1s fan : and by experience 
tn feeling of paine , acknowJ 
ledge that God is a Iudge ad 
enemie of finne , and 1s greatlyh* t 
angry withit, The ſecond caulg* 
of the feare of death, 15 the log"? 
of the Church or Comma: 
wealth, when we, or others, ar 
deprived of them which wen 
indeed, or might have beene 1 
helpe,ſtay and comfort to eithe 
of them, and whoſe death hat 
procured ſoine publike or pri 
vate loſle. 
Againe, wee are not to fear 
death, buttobe glad of it, an! 
that for divers cauſes. Fit of 
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init we have occaſion to ſhew 
our ſabjeRion and obedience 
which we owe unto God, when 
«be calls us out ofthis world, as 
Chrift laid, Father, not my will, 
but thy will be done. Secondly,all 
finne 15 aboliſhed by death, and 
Ewe ths ceaſe to offeud God any 
more as we have done. Thirdly, 
the dead body 1s brought into 
a bettex condition then ever 1t 
was in this lifezfor by death it 1s 
made inſenſible, and by that 
meanes 1t is freed from all the 
Eniſfcries and calamities of this 
life ; & it ceaſech to be either an 
ative or paſſve inſtrument of 
linne, whereas in the life time 1t 
s both. Fourthly, 1t gives the 
bule paſſage to reſt. life, and ce- 
kſtiall glory, in which we ſhall 
ke God as he is,perfeRtly know 
Wim, and praiſe fs name for e- 

ik, keeping without intermiſ= 
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fionan eternall Sabbath : there. 
fore Paxl ſaith, I defire to bee 
diflolved and te be with Chrif, 
for that ts beſt of all, Fifely, God 
executes his judgements upon 
the wicked, _ purgeth his 
Church by death. Now in all 
theſe reſpetts, godly men hare 
cauſe not -to feare and ſorrow, 
but to rezoyce in their-owne 
death and the death of others, 
Thirdly, 1fthe day of death I n 
be ſo excellent, yea aday of hap- Il © 
nineſk, then it 1s lawfull tode- I G 
fre death, and men doe not al-}f t 
waies fin in wiſhing of death ſ th 
Paul faith,1 deſire to be difſolves; Þ 1 
and againe,0 muſerable man,whi de 
ſhall deliver me from this boaie of i w 
death ? Yerthis deſire muſt not  * 
bee ſimple, but reſtrained with Em: 
certen refpeAs;which are theſe: Þ E: 
Firſt, death muſt be deſired fo iy 
farre forth as It 15 a _—_— to 
= &0 


—_— = = aw. o o : D©= ww . T .. 


of dying well. 189 


free us from the corruption of 
our nature; Secondly, as It 1s a 


means to bring us to the 1mme- 
diate fellewſhip of Chriſt and 
God himſelfe in heaven. Third- 
ly, death may be lawfully deft- 
red in reſpeR of the troubles & 
miſeries of this Iife,two caveats 
being, obſerved : the firſt, that 
this defire muſt not be 1mmode- 
rate : the ſecond, 1tmult be joy- 
ned with ſubmiſſion and ſubje» 
ttion to the good pleaſure of 
God. If either of theſe be wan- 
ting, the defire 1s faultie z and 
therefore Job, and Teremie, and 
Jonas failed herein, becauſe they 
deſired death, being carried a- 


W way with impatience, 


On the contrary alſo a man 
may defire a continuance of lite, 


:  Exechias prayed and delired to 


ive, when he heard the meſhge 
f preſent death, that he might 
12 doe 


lſa.z8.23 | | 
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doe ſervice to God. And Pay! 
delired to live, inregard of the 
Plulippians, that he might fur- 
ther their faith, though 1n re- 
gard of limſelfe to dye was ad- 
vantage to him. 

Laitly, if death joyned with 
reformation of life be ſo bleſſed, 
then the death of the unbelee- 
ving and unrepentant ſinner 1s 
every way curled and moſt hor- i 
rible.Reaſons are theſe; Firſt,it I ;; 
15 thedeſtruCtion of nature, and Iſ , 
the wages of their ſins. Second- iſ , 
ly, mitthere 1s no comfort of Il 41 
the ſpirit to bee found, no miti- iſ +1 
gation of pain, & no good thing ll |. 
that may countervaile the miſe- | \, 
ries thereof. Thirdly,that which Þ ac 
is the moſt feareful thing of all, I 1, 
bodily death, 1s the beginning I þ( 
of eternall death, deſperation, ll ;;, 
and infernall tormgnt, without 


hope of dehverance, Therefore 
as 


—_ - 
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as I began, ſo I end, have care to f 
live well,and dye well. : br 


FINIS, 


d- 

An addition of things that came 
th to my minde aftere |! 
d, ward, 


T HE laſt combate with the of 
divell in the pang of death, | 
1s oftentimes molt dangerous 
ofall. Forthen he will not urge 
men to deſperation, knowing 
that by this meanes he ſhall ſtir 
them up to refiſt him ; when he 
labours with them, that they 
would not refit him when hee ''N 
affaults them, and by this means | 
hee endeavours to extinguiſh - || 
hope:and this thing 15 not done | | | 
n any other tEpration in which | 
faith or hope alone are 1mpug- 
ned, whereas in this they are 
I 3 both 
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both 1mpugned together. This 
mudt be thought upon, for when 
the divels temptation 1s, not to 
reſiſt his temptation; it 15 moſt 
deceitfull of all: and it is more 
ealie to overcome the enemie 
that compels us to fight, then 
him that diflwades us from it. 
The temptation of A. [bn 
Kmnoxe 1n time of his death is 
worth the marking. He lay on 
his.death-bed ſilent for the ſpace 
of foure houres, very often gi- 
ving great ſighes, ſobs, and 
groans, ſo as the ftanders by wel 
perceiyed that hee was troubled 
with ſome grievous temptatis : 
and when at length he was rat- 
{ed in his bed, they asked him 
how he did, and what was the 
cauſe of his much fighing *to 
whom hee anſwered thus; that 
in his life he had 1ndured many 


combats and conflicts with $4- 
tan, 


- — 
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tan,but that now moſt mightily 

ten the roaring Iyon had affaulted 

tro ſlim: often (faith he) before he 

oft et my fins before mine eres, of- 

ore ten he urged me to. deſperation, 

nie ſoften he laboured to entang!e 

ten mee with the delights of the _ 
- [world, but. being vanquiſhe] 

ohn by the ſword of the ſpirit, which | 
1 is is the Word of God, hee could ll 
on finot prevaile. Now hee aſ- 
ace faults me another way: forthe 
gi- fwily ſerpent would perſwade bt 
nd fine that I ſhal meriteternall fg th 
vel for my fidelitie in my minifte= 
led ry. But blefled be God which 
6: [prought to my minde ſuch 
ai- Þcriptures , whereby I might 
im {quench the fierie darts'of the di- 
the Fell, which were, #/bat haft thou 
-to phat thou haft not received ? and, 
hat Joy the'grace of God, 1 am that 1 
a : and, Not 1, but the grace of 
Godin me : and thus being van- 
quiſhed 


«2 
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quiſhed he departed, 
When thou art tempted of 


| Satan and ſeeſt no way to e- 


ſcape, even plainely cloſe up 
thine eyes,and anſwer nothing, 
but commend thy cauſe to Ged, 


. This 1s a principall point 


Chriſtian wiſedome, which we 
mutt tollow 1n the houre of 
death. 

It thy fleſh tremble,and fear: 
toenter into another life, and 
doubt of falyation ; if thou 
yeeld to thefe things, thou hur- 
telt thy ſelte : therefore cloſe 
thine eyes as before: and ſay 


- with Saint Steven, Lord Teſi45,in- 


to thy hands I commend my ſpirit 
and then certainely Chrift will 
come unto thee with all his An- 
gels, and bee the guider of thy 
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